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The Index tab provides help for all of JMP’s features (which are listed alphabetically like a
book index). Selecting a topic and click the Topic Help button to access JMP’s help �le for that
topic, or click the Run Script button to have JMP take you to the appropriate analysis dialog to
access the selected feature. The File and Tables tabs mimic the File and Tables menus respectively.
The remaining tabs group JMP’s features according to statistical topic. You can access the JMP
Starter window items in the menus; however, the JMP Starter organizes items in a useful way.

3 The JMP Data Table

File!New creates a new data table in which you can enter data. Each column corresponds to a
variable and each row corresponds to an observation on each variable.

File!Open. . . produces JMP’s Open dialog box where you can select �les on your hard drive
to open in JMP. JMP will open several �le types in addition to its own special JMP Data Table
format. For example, JMP will open SAS Datasets and text �les containing data. If you have data
saved in a text �le, you can control the way the data is opened in JMP by having JMP display only
Text documents in the Open dialog box and specifying that JMP open the �le as Text Data with
Preview. In the following screen shot, the data is in the text �le called students.txt. (This same
data is available in JMP’s Sample Data folder as ‘students.jmp’.) In order to have JMP provide a
preview of how the data will be imported, you must specify Text documents and Text Data with
Preview in this dialog box.

In the preview window, you can specify how the columns and rows are delimited in the text �le.
For example, this �le uses commas to separate values, so Comma is chosen in the upper right-hand
corner of the preview window as the End of Field delimiter. The column names and the �rst two
rows of data are displayed as they will be imported given the speci�cations you’ve made in the
preview window. If the data doesn’t look correct here, try choosing di�erent delimiters until the
�rst two rows look correct. Click the OK button when you are satis�ed with how the data will be
imported.




