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Simon (Szymon) Mahler 

Maternal grandfather 

Krosno, Poland. 

13 siblings. 

Wolf & Bascha Mahler. 

Butcher shop. 

Simon left Krosno for U.S., 

1912 
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Simon & sister Fannie 



Ashkenazi Jewish Tradition 

Child named in honor 

of deceased relative.  

Great-Grandfather 

Wolf Mahler   

Hebrew name Ze'ev, 

means ñwolf." 
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Identity  

5 years old 

I learned from 

Simon our family  
history  

Direct relationship to 

German Holocaust 
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Simon returned to 

Krosno 1932 with 

grandmother, Eva 

(Schoenwetter) 

Mahler 

Brought early home 

movie camera 
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Simon Mahler & Eva 

(Schoenwetter) Mahler, Wedding 

Picture, New York City, 1921 



Simon & Evaôs 1932 Film 
 

Muzeum Podkarpackie (Subcarpathian) w 

Krosnie 

 

6 

Wolf, Simon, Bascha Mahler, 1932 



Simon promised to send for family who wished to 

come to U.S. 

History thwarted plans.  

Last time he saw most family members of Krosno 

alive. 

Nazis invaded Poland 1 September 1939.  

Nazi troops murdered most family members  on 
the streets, in the woods, in the desecrated Jewish 
cemetery in Krosno, or in concentration camps: 
Auschwitz and Belzec. 

One brother & wife escaped to woods.  

Came to U.S. & lived with Simon & Eva  
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A  BRIEF  HISTORY   

OF  KROSNO 



Poland 

Krosno  

Southeastern Poland 

River Wislok 

Carpathian Mountain 

region 

Galicia  
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*KROSNO 

*  *Krosno 



Krosno, Poland 

Founded in 1324. 

Developed on weaving industry. 

ñKrosnoò means ñloomò in Polish. 

Early Krosno behind heavily fortified stone & 

mortar walls. 



Krosno, Poland 

 

 

Coat of Arms 

Krosno, Poland 

(Half Lion, Half Eagle) 



Krosno famous today 

for Krosno Crystal and 

other glassware 
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ñKalisz  Statuteò 

1264, Boleslaus the Pious 
granted Jews a privilege, 
the ñKalisz Statute.ò  

Modeled on similar 
decrees in Austria, 
Bohemia, & Hungary. 

 Jews exempted from 
municipal & castellan 
jurisdiction 

Subject of princely courts.  



ñKalisz  Statuteò 

Granted Jews free trade 

Property rights  

Religious rites  

Right to conduct money lending transactions  

Limited to loans made on security of "immovable 
property" 

Right to organize community self-government  

 



ñKalisz  Statuteò 

Catholic clergy hostile toward Jews  

Council of Wroclaw, 1267, created segregated Jewish quarters 
in cities & towns.  

Jews ordered to wear special emblem on clothing.  

Banned from holding offices where Christians would be 
subordinated to them. 

Forbidden to build more than one synagogue in each town.  

Restrictions passed again during councils in Buda,1279 & 
Leczyca, 1285, 

Sometimes not enforced since Jewish economic activity 
beneficial to princes. 

(Mike Rosenzweig, http://www.zchor.org/heritage/history.htm) 

 



Krosno, Poland 

First Jewish Settlers:  

Brothers Nechemia and Lazar of Regensburg,  
Germany. 

King Wladyslaw Jagiello gave them special 
residence permits,15th century C.E.  

No continuity or trace of organized Jewish 
community life in the city.  

Only few Jews permitted to reside within city 
walls -- population vehemently opposed Jewish 
presence. 

 

William Leibner, http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030_KrosnoCompilation.htm 

 



Krosno, Poland 

Craft guild members fought 

to keep Jews out of city.  

King gave Krosno, 20 other 

Polish towns in 1569 ñde 

non tolerandis Judaeisò 

(dokument króla). 

 Barred Jews from residing 

and trading within city 

walls.  
dokument króla 

William Leibner,  

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030_Krosno

Compilation.htm 

 



Krosno, Poland 

January 1, 1900, Galicia governor granted Krosno 

Jews right to organize their community (kehillah). 

 Jewish stores opened: butcher shops, fish stores, 

and bakeries.  

1906, two baking families: Selig Findling and 

Chaim Oling.  

Three Jewish slaughterhouses owned by Fulka 

Breitowitz, Moses Breitowicz, and Wolf Mahler.ò  
 

 

William Leibner, http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030_KrosnoCompilation.htm 



 

Wolf Mahler & Family, 

Butcher Shop 



Population Growth in Krosno 
 

YEAR POPULATION CATHOLIC JEW ORTH CATHOLIC 

1870 2132 2100 26 6 

1880 2461 2318 113 (127) 30 

1890 2839 2454 327 (567) 58 

1900 3276 2664 567 (961) 45 

1910 4353 3329 961 (1559) 63 

1914 5521 3893 1558 70 

1921 6287 4490 1725 72 

ÅRapid growth of Jewish population 

Å1870 (26); 1921 (1725) 

ÅOutpaced overall growth  

ÅOil discovered in the area  

Å1884, railway linked Krosno with Europe 

ÅIndustries developed  

ÅEspecially weaving & glass making  

ÅJews kept moving to Krosno.  
William Leibner, http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030_KrosnoCompilation.htm 

 



Synagogue 



 Rabbi Shmuel Fuehrer of Krosno 

1904, Kehillah hired Shmuel Fuehrer 
first and only Rabbi. 

Fuehrer earlier served as rabbi in 
Milowka and Krakow.  

Also head of Jewish judicial council, 
Krosno.  

Consecrated Krosnoôs Jewish 
Cemetery.  

Filmed by Simon Mahler in 1932  
 

 Photo by Alexander White 



Nazis in Krosno 

German troops invaded Poland  

1 September 1939 

Bombed Krosno same day  

Small military airport & railway station 

Entered Krosno, 9 September 1939 



Krosno strategic target 

Oil fields for Germany.  

German troops fortified area.  

Trenches around town.  

Fortified rock houses as 

machine-gun stations.  

Barricaded streets with stone & 

logs from demolished buildings. 

Mined other stone buildings and 

city approaches. 
Bill Tarkulich 

http://www.iabsi.com/gen/public/military__carpatho.htm 



Nazis in Krosno 

Adolph Hitler & 

Benito  Mussolini met 

in Krosno  

Planned strategy for 

war on eastern front.  



Nazis in Krosno 

Nazi proclamation, 1939 

Jews must leave Krosno   

Many Jews hid in city or countryside  

Others crossed river to area German army left free 

Slowly Jews reappeared in Krosno  

Ordered to wear white arm band with blue star  

Forbidden to enter parks or public institutions  
 

 



Nazis in Krosno 

Jews remained in apartments 

Some continued businesses  

Germans created council of Jews, called 
óJudenrat,ô and Jewish police  

Provided labor forces for German occupiers 

Provided facilities for Jewish refugees from 
Lodz. 

William Leibner, 
http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030_KrosnoCompilation.htm 

 
 



Nazis in Krosno 

http://www.cs.virginia.edu/~alb/ugly/naziSoldiersBrutalizeJewInPoland.jpg 



NAZI  ñRACIALò PHILOSOPHY 

ñRacialò arguments 
cornerstone of 
persecution of Jews 
(as well as most 
people of color and 
people with 
disabilities). 

Jews and others  
descendants from 
inferior ñracial 
stands.ò 



NAZI  ñRACIALò PHILOSOPHY 

Nazis asserted Jews 

polluting ñAryan 

race.ò  

Jews forced to wear 

Yellow Star of 

David patches, sign 

of ñrace pollution.ò 



 

Nazi ñTheologicò  

Philosophy 



Regardless of their actual meanings and 

intents, 

These texts have been used by individuals, 

groups, or nations 

To justify  persecution of the Jewish people 

throughout the centuries. 

Possible disconnect between intent and 

impact. 



1 Thessalonians 2:15-16 

[T]he Jews, who killed the Lord 

Jesus and the prophets and drove 

us out, the Jews who are 

heedless of Godôs will and 

enemies of their fellow 

mané.All this time they have 

been making up the full measure 

of their guilt, and now 

retribution has overtaken the 

good of all. 

St. Paul 



Matthew 27:24-25 

Pilate could see that nothing 
was being gained, and a riot 
was starting [among the 
Jews]; so he took water and 
washed his hands in full view 
of the people saying, ñMy 
hands are clean of this manôs 
blood; see to that yourselves,ò 
and with one voice the people 
cried, ñHis blood be on us, 
and on our children.ò 

St. Matthew 



JEWS  AND  THE  DEVIL  

And Jesus said: ñIf God were your father, you 

would love meé[but] your father is the devil and 

you choose to carry out your fatherôs desiresò (John 

8:44). 

The Jewséare Satanôs synagogue (Revelation 2:9). 

I will make those of Satanôs synagogue, who 

claim to be Jews but are lying frauds, come and 

fall down at your feet (Revelation 3:9). 

 



Galatians 5:1-6 

Christ set us free, to be free men. Stand firm, then, 

and refuse to be tied to the yoke of slavery again. 

Mark my words: I, Paul, say to you that if you 

receive circumcision, Christ will do you no good 

at all. 
 



Titus 1:14-16 

And Paul said, ñDo not give heed to Jewish fables and 

commandments of merely human origin that turn men 

from the truth;énothing is pure to the tainted minds of 

disbelieversé. They [the Jews] profess to acknowledge 

God, but deny him by their actions. Their detestable 

obstinacy disqualifies them for any good work.ò 



JOHN  CHRYSOSTOM 
(4TH Century, C.E.) 

Court preacher to the 

Bishop of Antioch 



JOHN  CHRYSOSTOM 
(4TH Century, C.E.) 

ñDo not let it surprise you that I have called 

the Jews disastrous because they are really 

disastrous and miserableé.Such unreasoning 

animals are suited for slaughter, because they 

are not suited for worké.The synagogue is 

not only a brothel and a theatre, but also a den 

for robbers and a shelter for wild beasts.ò 



MARTIN  LUTHER  
On the Jews and Their Lies (1526) 

ñFirst, their synagogues 
should be set on fire.ò Jewish 
prayer books should be 
destroyed and rabbis 
forbidden to preach. The 
homes of Jews should 
likewise be ñsmashed and 
destroyedò and their residents 
ñput under one roof or in a 
stable like gypsies, to teach 
them they are not master in 
our land.ò 



MARTIN  LUTHER  
On the Jews and Their Lies (1526) 

These ñpoisonous envenomed 

worms should be drafted into 

forced labor. The young and 

strong Jews and Jewesses should 

be given the flail, the ax, the hoe, 

the spade, the distaff, and the 

spindle and let them earn their 

bread by the sweat of their 

noses.ò As a last resort, they 

should simply be kicked out ñfor 

all time.ò 



ADOLPH  HITLER  
Mein Kampf (1925) 

ñToday I believe that I am 

acting in accordance with the 

will of the Almighty Creator: 

by defending myself against 

the Jew, I am fighting for the 

work of the Lord.ò 

 



Nazis in Krosno 

Nazis occupied center of 

Jewish Quarter 

Krosnoôs Market Square, 

troops referred to as 

ñHorse Squareò  

Merchants brought goods 

to open-air markets on 

Square in horse-drawn 

carts 
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Market Square, Krosno, Poland 

Simon & Eva Mahlerôs 1932 film 
 

 



Nazis in Krosno 

June 1941, Nazis ordered creation of list of Jewish 
population of Krosno. 

Contained 2072 names.  

Impoverishment of Jewish community continued at 
rapid pace. 

Misery and fear daily lot of Krosno Jews  
 

William Leibner, http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030_KrosnoCompilation.htm 



Nazis in Krosno 

9 August 1942, Nazis hung posters  

Jews to appear next day, 9:00 a.m. Targowa railway 
station.  

Limited to 10 kilo suitcase  

Assembled, 10 August 1942  

Selection held: 

Young and able bodied spared  

2100 taken to forest and shot  

600 placed in Krosno ghetto 

 
William Leibner, http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030_KrosnoCompilation.htm 



Nazis in Krosno 

Nazis searched city for hidden Jews. 

Shot Jews on the spot  

Nazis created small ghetto, 600 Jews  

Kept until 1 December 1942  

All shipped to Rzeszow or Reishe ghettos 

Eventually to Auschwitz & Belzec  

Some Jews remained in area in labor camps  

Krosno clear of Jews, except for few who hid in 

Polish homes. 
William Leibner, http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030_KrosnoCompilation.htm 

 

 



 



Nazis in Krosno 

127 Jews rounded up 

Shot in mass grave 

Photo by Warren J. Blumenfeld 


