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__ RECOVERY:
Gomg Home to Poland

By Warren J. Blumenfeld

wblumen@lastate edu




Slmon (Szymor) I\/Iahler

Simon & sister Fannie

* Maternal grandfather
* Krosno, Poland.

» 13 siblings.

= Wolf & Bascha Mahler.
* Butcher shop.

» Simon left Krosno for U.S.,
1912



Ashkenazi Jewish Tradition

# Child named in honor
of deceased relative.

» GreatGrandfather
Wolf Mahler

* Hebrew name&e'ey
means nwol f
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* Simon returned to
Krosno 1932 with
grandmother, Eva
(Schoenwetter)
Mabhler

* Brought early home
movie camera

Simon Mahler & Eva
(Schoenwetter) Mahler, Wedding
Picture, New York City, 1921



St mon & Evaos

MuzeumPodkarpackleéSubcarpathlahw
Krosnie

Wolf, Simon, Bascha Mahler, 1932



= Hlstory thwarted plans.

the streets, In the woods, Iin the desecrated Jewis
il cemetery In Krosno, or in concentration camps:
il Auschwitz and Belzec.
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Krosno Poland

= Founded N 1324
* Developed on weaving industry.
*AKrosnoo means Nl oom

 Early Krosno behind heavily fortified stone &
mortar walls.
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Krosno timous today
for Krosno Crystal and
other glassware
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nKaIisz St

1264 Boleslaus the PIOUS
granted Jews a privilege,
t he nKal i sz

Modeled on similar
decrees in Austria,
Bohemia, & Hungary.

*  Jews exempted from
municipal & castellan
jurisdiction

Subject of princely courts.

X

X

X




NKal 1 sz o i
* GrantedJewsfreetrade

* Propertyrights

* Religiousrites

* Right to conduct money lending transactions

* Limited to loans made on security of "immovable
oroperty”

# Right to organize community segovernment




nKaIisz St

* CathollcclergyhostlletowardJews

% Councilof Wroclaw, 1267, createcsegregatedewishquarters
In cities& towns

% Jewsorderedo wearspecialemblemon clothing

% Banned from holding offices where Christians would be
subordinated to them.

% Forbidden to build more than one synagogue in each town

# Restrictions passed again during councils in Buda,1279 &
Leczyca, 1285,

% Sometimes not enforced since Jewish economic activity
beneficial to princes.
(Mike Rosenzweig, http://www.zchor.org/heritage/history.htm)




Krosno Poland

3 Flrst JeW|sh Settlers

+ Brothers Nechemia and Lazar of Regensburg,
Germany.

% King Wladyslaw Jagiello gave them special
residence permits,¥century C.E.

% No continuity or trace of organized Jewish
community life in the city.

= Only few Jews permitted to reside within city
walls -- population vehemently opposed Jewish
presence.

William Leibner, http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030 KrosnoCompilation.htm



Krosno Poland

dokument krola

il
poi

il
bl

il
pid

Craft gund members fought
to keep Jews out of city.

King gave Krosno, 20 other
Pol il sh t owes
non tolerandis Judaeis
(dokument kréla).

BarredJews from residing
and trading within city
walls.

William Leibner,

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030_Krosno
Compilation.htm



Krosno Poland

i January 1, 1900 GaI|C|a governor granted Krosn
Jews right to organize their communiiehillah).

= Jewish stores opened: butcher shops, fish store:
and bakeries.

% 1906, two baking families: Selig Findling and
Chaim Oling.

% Three Jewish slaughterhouses owned by Fulka
Breitowitz, Moses Breitowicz, andV/olf Mahler. o

William Leibner, http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030 KrosnoCompilation.htm




: ' _ _.". "'.'. <l
ANolf Mahler & Family,
Butcher Shop

K




Population Growth in Krosno

YEAR POPULATION CATHOLIC JEW ORTH CATHOLIC
1870 2132 2100 26 6
B e I e B T N L e s Ly
1880 2461 2318 113 (127) 30
1890 2839 2454 327 (567) 58
1900 3276 2664 567 (961) 45
1910 4353 3329 961 (1559) 63
1914 5521 3893 1558 70
1921 6287 4490 1725 72

ARapid growth of Jewish population
A1870 (26); 1921 (1725)

KOutpaced overall growth

AOil discovered in the area

A1884, railway linked Krosno with Europe
Andustries developed

A specially weaving & glass making

Alews kept moving to Krosno.
William Leibner, http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030 KrosnoCompilation.htm






Rabbi Shmuel Fuehrer of Krosnc

S 1904 Kehlllah hlred Shmuel Fuehrer
first and only Rabbi.

¥ Fuehrer earlier served as rabbi In
Milowka and Krakow.

= Also head of Jewish judicial council,
Krosno.

#Consecrated Kr osn
Cemetery.

* Filmed by Simon Mahler in 1932

Photo by Alexander White




Nazis in Krosno
* German troops mvaded Poland
= 1 September 1939
* Bombed Krosno same day
»* Small military airport & railway station
* Entered Krosno, 9 September 1939




* Krosno strategic target
* Oll fields for Germany.
» German troops fortified area.
* Trenches around town.

= Fortified rock houses as
machinegun stations.

= Barricaded streets with stone &
logs from demolished buildings.

WSS 2 Mined other stone buildings anc

city approaches.

Bill Tarkulich
http://www.iabsi.com/gen/public/military __carpatho.htm




Nazis in Krosno

* Adolph Hitler &

Benito Mussolini met
IN Krosno

* Planned strategy for
war on eastern front.




Nazis In Krosno

# Nazi proclamation, 1939

* Jews must leave Krosno

% Many Jews hid in city or countryside

» Others crossed river to area German army left free
»* Slowly Jews reappeared in Krosno

* Ordered to wear white arm band with blue star

# Forbidden to enter parks or public institutions




Nazis In Krosno

= Jews remained In apartments
% Some continued businesses

= Germans created council of Jews, called
Qudenrat 6 and Jewili sh p

= Provided labor forces for German occupier

= Provided facilities for Jewish refugees fromn
Lodz.
William Leibner,

http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030 KrosnoCompilation.ht




Na2|s IN Krosno
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http://www.cs.virginia.edu/~alb/ugly/naziSoldiersBrutalizeJewInPoland.jpg




NAZI RACIAL P

nRaC|aI(‘) arqumentsﬂ
cornerstone of }*.'f' iR N g -3
persecution of Jewsg ¥ PR

| T p ,

' 8

(as well as most a8 ©
. " :» "]
people of color and NP F o &

people with
disabilities).

= Jews and others BRI . -
descendants from R G

|l nferi1 or ﬁrac:lal
stands. 0O




NAZI RACIAL P

2 Na2|s asserted Jew<
pol l uting

[EaCHEe o
= Jews forced to wear '
Star of .
David patches, sign |,

of Nr ace
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n Regardless of theactual meanlngs and
intents,

= These texts have been ussdindividuals,
groups, or nations

= To Justify persecution of the Jewish people
throughout the centuries.

= Possible disconnect betwemtent and
Impact




St. Paul

% [T]he Jews, who killed the Lord

Jesus and the prophets and drove
us out, the Jews who are
heedl ess of God
enemies of their fellow

mané. All this t
been making up the full measure
of their guilt, and now

retribution has overtaken the
good of all.



Matthew 27:24-25

% Pilate could see that nothing
was being gained, and a riot
was starting [among the
Jews]; so he took water and
washed his hands in full view
of the peopl e
hands are c¢l| ea

bl ood; see to
and with one voice the people
cried nNHi s Db

and on our c hil




JEWS AND THE DEVIL

*And Jesus sal d: nil f G
woul d | ove meée[ but] vy

you choose to carr ygnmo
8:44).

*xThe Jewseéar e S @eleafon2d) S

*1 wi | | make those of
claim to be Jews but are lying frauds, come anc
fall down at your feegevelation 3:9).



Galatians 5:1-6

% Christ set us free, to be free men. Stand firm, tf
and refuse to be tied to the yoke of slavery aga
Mark my words: |, Paul, say to you that if you
receive circumcision, Christ will do you no gooc
at all.



Titus 1:14-16

*And Paul sai d, nbDo not ¢
commandments of merely human origin that turn men
from the truth; énothing
di sbeli everse. They [t he
God, but deny him by their actions. Their detestable
obstinacy disqualifies t




JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
(4™ Century, C.E.)

% Court preacher to the
Bishop of Antioch




JOHN CHRYSOSTOM
(4™ Century, C.E.)

nNDo not | et 1t surpr
the Jews disastrous because they are really
di sastrous and mi ser
animals are suited for slaughter, because the
are not suilted for w
not only a brothel and a theatre, but also a d
for robbers and a sh



NFirst, their
shoul d be set
prayer books should be
destroyed and rabbis
forbidden to preach. The
homes of Jews should

| T kewl se be n
destroyedo an
Nput under on
stable like gypsies, to teach
them they are not master in
our | and. o



MARTIN LUTHER

On the Jews and Their Lie€l526)

These nNnpoil sonou
worms should be drafted into
forced labor. The young and
strong Jews and Jewesses shou
be given the flall, the ax, the hoe
the spade, the distaff, and the
spindle and let them earn their
bread by the sweat of their
noses. 0o As a | a
should si mply D
all ti me. o




ADOLPH HITLER

Mein Kampf(1925)

NToday | Dbel i e
acting in accordance with the
will of the Almighty Creator:
by defending myself against
the Jew, | am fighting for the
wor k of the L«




Nazis in Krosno

»* Nazis occupied center of
Jewish Quarter

*Krosnoos Malt
troops referred to as
NHor se Sqgual

* Merchants brought goods
to openair markets on
Square in horsdrawn

Market Square, Krosno, Poland  carts
St mon & Eva Mahleros 1932 f il

43



Nazis In Krosno

% Juné 1941, Nazis- ordéred-creétion. of Iiét of.Jevv.ish

e’
e

e
b

il
b

population of Krosno.
Contained 2072 names.

Impoverishment of Jewish community continued at
rapid pace.

Misery and fear daily lot of Krosno Jews

William Leibner, http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030_KrosnoCompilation.htm



Nazis In Krosno

* 9 August 1942 Na2|s hung posters

* Jews to appear next day, 9:00 almrgowarailway
station.

* Limited to 10 kilo suitcase
* Assembled, 10 August 1942
* Selection held:
+Young and able bodied spared
+2100 taken to forest and shot
* 600 placed irKrosnoghetto

William Leibner, http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030 KrosnoCompilation.htm




Nazis In Krosno

Nazis searched city for hidden Jews.

Shot Jews on the spot

Nazis created small ghetto, 600 Jews

Kept until 1 December 1942

All shipped to Rzeszow or Reishe ghettos
Eventually to Auschwitz & Belzec

Some Jews remained in area in labor camps

= Krosno clear of Jews, except for few who hid in
Polish homes.

William Leibner, http://www.jewishgen.org/databases/holocaust/0030 KrosnoCompilation.htm
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Krosno on Wislok.
Jews, assembled for Belzec.
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