Coastal Policy Class

Summer 2004

Essay Exam # 1

Prof. Steffen Schmidt

Material assigned in the book Against the Tide and otherwise covered in class.

Please write on 2 of the following essays when you have completed all the material related to Against the Tide and class material.

When you write the test, each essay should be approximately two pages, one and a half space, normal margins, Times New Roman, 12 point. Take no more than one hour to take the test (time yourself please).

Send your essays as attachments to me at sws@iastate.edu. Put your name on the test page and number the pages. 

Please try to keep you comments connected to the role of public policy (the role of state, local, and federal governments in these processes).

1. In the book Against the Tide the author argues that human intervention and man-made structures are the real "problems" with beaches and ocean coastal areas. Briefly describe the major characteristics and impact of these human factors on coastal areas. Then spend the remainder of the essay analyzing how the United States coastal zones (beach areas in particular) would function without such structures. Can we do away with these structures or are they as much a part of the coastal landscape as natural dunes and beaches? How should governments and interest groups decide what kinds of structures to allow and which one's to prohibit? 

2.  Private ownership and access to beaches and seashore areas is one of the big questions raised in Against the Tide. Analyze the tradeoffs between private and public ownership and how American society should deal with these. What would be the optimal national policy in regard to these two? How do local and state zoning policies fit into all this (and how should the different levels of government play a role in this matter of ownership and access)?

3. In Against the Tide the author discusses the history or several major storms (hurricanes) and their impact on coastal communities. What is the lesson from her analysis of the vulnerability of the coastal areas subject to these storms (and what are the key public policy issues raised by these problems)? What are some of the current public policies that deal with the dangers of such storms? What are the major public policy questions that leaders must address when considering the future risks? Are we as a nation adequately doing "risk management" in regard to the exposure of coastal areas and people to such dangers?

4. Science is a very important factor in the design and execution of governmental policies regarding the coastal areas. Discuss some of the problems raised by Dean in Against the Tide that deal with the type and quality of science on coastal areas that has been available to decision makers. Be very specific please in your references to scientists and processes that are mentioned in the book. 

