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Kanawha celebrates 75th anniversary in style

By Jean Caspers-Simmet

Agri News staff writer 

KANAWHA, Iowa -- Wendy Wintersteen, dean of the College of Agriculture at Iowa State University, said the 75th anniversary of the Northern Research and Demonstration Farm at Kanawha is about a series of partnerships that have been extraordinarily successful for a long time.

"It's a partnership between Iowa State University, the people of the state and the Kanawha association that has allowed ISU to be relevant, responsible and accountable for the work we do in our research, teaching and Extension programs," Wintersteen said at last week's celebration. "It makes us better because we hear from you what we should be doing. We expect that exchange and partnership to continue."

U.S. Rep. Tom Latham, an Alexander Republican whose family owns Latham Seed, said the heritage at the Kanawha research farm is amazing.

"I remember attending field days here and learning about iron chlorosis, soybean cyst nematode and phytophthora," Latham said.

Latham's father served on the research farm's board for 17 years, and his brother, Don, has been a board member for 20 years.

"We have to understand the important of this facility for practical learning and research that can be applied to real life conditions for our farmers," Latham said.

There are real challenges in Congress to maintain the formula funding that pays for the basic research done at places like the Kanawha research farm, Latham said.

"There are folks who want to change the way research is funded but for places like this it is so important to have ongoing funding," Latham said. "We need certainty so that projects can continue. We have to have this type of research so we can continue to be the bread basket of the world."

Kanawha farmer Paul Christian is the third generation of his family to serve on the Kanawha research farm board of directors. His grandfather, Nick, who emigrated from Holland, was a founding member.

"I think about how my grandfather was very much a visionary and very aware of the importance of education and research," Christian said. "It's very humbling to think that he was one of the founding fathers, and now I'm a board member."

Christian appreciates having a research facility near his farm.

"So many pests we've had to battle with or the best way to handle wet soil conditions or plant diseases were first discovered at the research farm," Christian said. "To have access to that timely information is such a benefit."

Harley Kreitlow, a Kanawha farmer and president of the North Central Iowa Research Association, said research on fertility, herbicide application and soybean varieties are among the things that have benefited his operation the most.

