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Trivia leads the way through Special Olympics field maze

Logo of national games etched in field near Ames

By JEFF LEWIS

REGISTER CORRESPONDENT

Ames, Ia. — With twists, turns and dead ends conspiring against you, there's an amazing feeling of accomplishment when you make it out.

That is, if you make it out.

In honor of the first Special Olympics USA National Games, which open Sunday at Iowa State University, Jana and Dan Dennison have carved a maze in a cornfield into the logo of the games. 

Workers spent two days, sunup to sundown, cutting the design in the field just east of the city, the husband-and-wife team said, refusing to discuss details of their methodology.

"There's a little bit of secrets to the trade," Jana Dennison, 54, said.

The maze will include "clue posts" that ask participants trivia questions about the Special Olympics. The correct answer points in the direction that will lead them out. The wrong answer leads them astray.

"We have some people that are frustrated, but most come out laughing," said Dan Dennison, 57.

Jana Dennison said they decided to cut the logo into their Ames cornfield after Two Rivers Marketing, a Des Moines firm, contacted them to help promote the games, because their previous mazes had attracted national media attention.

The couple said they were excited to help get the word out about the games, which are expected to attract 25,000 people, including athletes, volunteers, coaches and delegates.

Dan Dennison said part of the proceeds from admission would go to the organization.

"We want to support the Special Olympics," he said.

Jana Dennison said she likes the opportunity of getting kids and parents away from technology to enjoy Iowa's rural culture.

"It's fun to see kids play in the country with the simple things they used to play with, and away from the TV and computer," she said.

Visitors of the maze can walk through four miles if they walk every path, but the shortest path is one mile.

The Dennisons have been cutting mazes into the field near Ames since 2002, and have made several different patterns.

The couple own a farm near their hometown of Knoxville where they first started cutting the mazes. Their first maze commemorated the Sprint Car Nationals in 2000.

