Face : 1. “Person’s positive perception of himself or 



herself in interactions with others” (text).


2. An image of self we present to others 




that we want others to accept and confirm.



3. “desire to present oneself with dignity and 



honor”
(Domenici & Littlejohn, 2006)
Positive Face—Competence:  Abilities we want others to see in us—appreciate, value, respect.
Positive Face—Fellowship: Desire to be included & connected; having commonalities & shared values.  
Negative Face—Autonomy: The want to not be imposed on; be free to control one’s life.  

Facework: Using communication to maintain your own face or to support, reinforce, or challenge someone else’s face. (adapted from text)

Preventative Facework: Maintain. 

Corrective Facework: Repair—face saving, restoring

Face Threatening Acts:  Challenges to face.


--Any interaction is potentially face-threatening.


--Satisfying one face may threaten the other.

--Threats can be self imposed or from others
Self threats to (+) Face 
Others threats to (+) Face:

Self threats to (-) Face

Others threats to (-) Face:
