
  



  

Why R?
PRO
● Free
● Command line
● Transparency (Lots of 

people look at code)
● Unconditional replication 

of analysis
● R can be used on most 

operating systems
● Publication quality 

graphics

CON
● Command line
● Steep learning curve
● Some newer packages 

are not as well tested
● Some places still use 

SAS 



  

R in ecology
● Newer books are using R
● A stats package you can use after your 

graduated degree (NGO's, private consulting)
● New R in Ecology users group started 

yesterday
● R plays wells with others (other researchers, 

various software programs)



  

R Resources
● Online documents- Intro to R, IcebreakR
● Websites: Quick R, StatsRus, R for ecology and 

epidemiology
● R help, Sig-R-ecology
● Linds Available at: 

http://www.public.iastate.edu/~mcolvin/r.html



  

Overview
● Fancy calculator
● Object oriented 

command
● Built in help
● Getting data in
● Working directories
● Common data input 

types

● Summarizing input 
data

● Plotting input data
● Saving plots
● Plot formatting
● Simple regression
● AIC selection
● Export data



  

Overview-continued
● Subsetting
● Packages 
● Figure areas
● Questions?


