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As a youth in Lancaster, Massachusetts, H.W.S. Cleveland (1814-1900) attended an innovative 
school in that emphasized landscape study and an organic approach to art.  Following this 
influence, he advocated a starkly simple and natural style of design that respected local landscape 
features and disdained superfluous decoration.  Cleveland moved to Chicago and created designs 
for parks, cemeteries, boulevards, and subdivisions following the Great Fire of 1871.  He also 
designed park systems for cities, including Boston (1856), Brooklyn (1867), and Minneapolis 
(1883).  In his design for Minneapolis, he connected lakes, parks, and other landscape features 
with parkways. 
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