American Asian Studies: An Introduction

The Transpacific Framework

At the end of class, turn in Part III of the Reading Journal

Exam 3 in This Class: Monday, May 5, here (213 MacKay), (9:45-11:45 a.m.)

For Thursday, May 1, Read Chapter 3 of Warren I. Cohen, The Asian American Century.

Reading for Today: 

Warren I. Cohen, The Asian American Century (2002)
Traces a “transnational history” in describing the United States’ “interaction with East Asia” (2).

Focus on chapter 2, “The Americanization of Asia,” with looks back at chapter 1.

There is an exchange of ideas, cultural elements, back and forth across the Pacific, between Asia and America.

Today we witness the decline of the nation-state.  

Transnational corporations (TNCs) are building up economic power greater than that of some small countries

Wealth is transferred with increasing ease; telecommunications is making the world a virtual “global village” (Marshall McLuhan’s term)

Outsourcing creates an international division of labor

The TNCs as operating in what is becoming “a borderless world” (Masao Miyoshi’s term)

Globalization brings blessings and problems.  At its worse, it reproduces the exploitation and inequalities of a new kind of colonialism that benefits the developed countries as the expense of the developing and underdeveloped.

Yet the Western/American influence is not all baneful.  The influences are reciprocal.  Ideas and values of liberal democracy travel eastward:
Gary Okihiro:

“A solitary figure defies a tank, insofar as a solitary figure can defy a tank.  A ‘goddess of liberty’ in the image of the Statue of Liberty arises from the midst of a vast throng gathered in Beijing’s Tiananmen Square.  The November 1, 1991, issue of Asiaweek carries the caption ‘Welcoming Asians’ under a picture of the Statue of Liberty in New York Harbor awash in the light of fireworks.  Contained within those images—vivid and memorable—is what Swedish social scientist Gunnar Myrdal called the American creed.  Democracy, equality, and liberty for the core of that creed, and the ‘mighty woman with a torch’ has come to symbolize those ideals to, in the words of the poet Emma Lazarus, the tired, the poor, the huddled masses ‘yearning to breathe free’” (Okihiro 3).
What if the Americans had not taken over the Philippines in 1898?  The Filipinos would probably be speaking Japanese now, their country forming a part of the Japan-dominated Greater East Asia Co-Prosperity Sphere (see 7).

The U.S. left Northeast Asia (Korea, Manchuria) to the Japanese in the first decades of the 20th century (9).

Japan signed an alliance with Hitler’s Germany and Mussolini’s Italy: Roosevelt fought to stave off a Japanese rearguard attack on the Soviet Union, a U.S. ally (12).

The defeat of Japan meant the dominance, or hegemony, of the U.S. in East Asia: the Pacific became an “American Lake.”   Keeping the peace meant eliminating the threat of Japan (12).  It also contained the horrors of Japanese imperialism (as evidenced in Nanking, North Korea, Manchuria, the Philippines, and Indochina).
With the escalation of the cold war after 1946, accommodation with Mao Zedong and Communist China prevented its forming an alliance with the Soviet Union (15).

Once the Soviets threw their support behind Kil Il Sung’s North Korea with offensive arms, the U.S. sent troops to defend South Korea and defeated the North Korean army and stopped the Chinese offensive.  The 38th Parallel, where the dividing line was drawn, was where “millions of Koreans, hundreds of thousands of Chinese, and more than fifty thousand American and other U.N. troops had lost their lives” (17).

The Cold War gave the impetus to the U.S. to move to dominate East Asia and Southeast Asia (19).

The U.S. hegemony was not just brutal imperialism, says Warren Cohen: it brought a liberal democratic influence: “Both South Korea and Taiwan have emerged as democracies in which their people enjoy freedom and prosperity, far greater than they would have known if abandoned to their communist rivals” (20).

The U.S. fought Communism: in Vietnam, Indonesia.  “Beijing’s subversive efforts to foment wars of national liberation had to be countered,” in John Fairbank’s view; “a line had to be drawn in Vietnam to prevent the further expansion of Chinese communism” (22).  This was reflected in support for Taiwan against the People’s Republic of China.
In the 1970s, the U.S. and China found themselves allying with one another to oppose the perceived threat of the Soviet Union; the decline of the Soviet Union in the 1980s left Vietnam and North Korea without a protector (27).

The Americans responded with hostility to the June 1989 massacre of Tiananmen Square.  China resisted U.S. hegemony and interference in the region, yet needed American technology and access to the U.S. markets (29, 31).

The stage was set for the Americanization of Asia:

Cohen’s view: “despite the horrors of Vietnam, of Hiroshima and Nagasaki, of the brutality of the suppression of the Filipino fight for independence, and a myriad of other, lesser American transgressions, most people in East Asia are far better off today than they would have been if the Americans had stayed home” (32).

---

Chapter 2, “The Americanization of East Asia”

Warren’s thesis: there was for the most part cultural transfer, not “cultural imperialism” (35).  There was a kind of ethnocentrically-tinged social engineering in the Philippines, and for post World War II Japan, but by and large those seem the exception to the rule.
“Asians chose those elements of American culture that pleased them—modifying them, more often than not, to suit local taste, and ultimately indigenizing them” (35).  Under American influence, people do not lose their freedom to choose: “Generally, their sense of national identity is not threatened” (36).

There was a strong cultural imposition and imperialism in the Philippines, however, limiting freedom and self-determination (38).

East Asian intellectuals admired the American spirit and vitality; a Japanese writer, Nagai Kafu, admired the American woman who could stand as his “social and intellectual equal and still retain her femininity” (39).

Like the United States, China was conceived as becoming a republic and Sun Yat-sen, its George Washington (40).

Ho Chi Minh admired U.S. democracy and the Declaration of Independence (41).

The Korean reformers So Chae-p’il and Yun Ch’i-ho, studied in the U.S. and started up the Independence Club, working to found a liberal democracy in Korea on the American model (40-1).
It was in part inspired by President Woodrow Wilson’s Fourteen Points, calling for self-determination for all peoples, that the Koreans demonstrated against Japanese rule on March 1, 1919 (42).

Walt Whitman’s Leaves of Grass influenced the writings of at least one Chinese poet, Guo Moruo; educator Cai Yuanpei brought the pragmatist John Dewey to Beijing and called him a “greater thinker than Confucius” (43).

Westernization and Globalization have already taken on an American cast: Starbuck Coffee is enjoying phenomenal success in China, Japan and other East Asian nations.  “The world’s busiest Starbucks is in the Shibuya district of Tokyo” (44).

A gospel singing craze took off in Japan after the viewing of Whoopi Goldberg’s film Sister Act.  Japanese went to Harlem; in 1998, a school for Japanese singers taught them to sing gospel songs (45).

The great influence of American cinema:

The celluloid version of the American dream thought in China to be a decadent westernizing influence; the Chinese government sought to control the entry of the Hollywood contraband but couldn’t prevent the distribution of pirated copies (46).

Other great American influences in East Asian culture:

Art

Sports (once considered undignified in China, now eagerly pursued.  Note the popularity of Michael Jordan and, now, Yao Ming)
Tokyo Disneyland offers a “sanitized, Japanized version of America, an idealized America”; people think a Japanese-speaking Mickey Mouse is native to their country (51).

What about McDonald’s?

158 in Hong Kong

235 in China

3,000 in Japan

Yet McDonald’s is adapted to accommodate local tastes and custom: the restaurants as gathering places, known for clean toilets and safe for children to hang out.  In Hong Kong and Beijing, a favored place for children’s birthday parties (52-3)

Kentucky Fried Chicken is doing well in China, although Colonel Sanders has been replaced by baseball-cap wearing Qiqi (“Chicky”) (54).

Not cultural imperialism, not coercion to accept foreign culture, but rather reception, indigenization, hybridization (see 55).

Protestant missionaries in China and Korea exercised another kind of cultural transfer.  They challenged the Confucian values of the dominant culture.  Thanks to this missionary work, 25% of Koreans were Christian by the 1990s.  Much earlier, the Protestant missionaries had encouraged dissent among the Koreans by opposing the Shinto worship imposed by the Japanese colonizers (58, 59).

In China, Christian colleges conveyed Western civilization and contributed to modernization, as did the Young Men’s Christian Association (YMCA) (59-60).

Between the World Wars, the Rockefeller Foundation funded the creation of the Peking Union Medical College (PUMC) for educating medical personnel.  Although it graduated few doctors in its 20 years of existence, it supported medical research and training (61).

The Philippines:

A case of “forced Americanization” under President William McKinley’s administration

Opposition to American occupation was “crushed”

In the Philippine-American War, 200,000 Filipino civilians died in combat; 500,000 more of disease and hunger (64)

The Philippines created “in our image”

The American occupation as an “experiment in self-duplication” (Glenn Anthony May, in Cohen 64)
Filipinos seen as “empty vessels, waiting, even eager to be filled with American values” (65)

Americans, “inexperienced colonial rulers,” relied on the self-serving Filipino elite to govern: hence, social inequality and political indifference to the needs of the people

Not understanding the Filipinos, the Americans saw them as “backward and childlike” and blocked needed social reforms
The American presence imposed American public education and English on the Filipinos, who sounded, in Stanley Karnow’s words, as if “they were some kind of lost American tribe that had somehow become detached from the U.S. mainland and floated across the Pacific” (67).

American education and Holly movies led to de-Filipinization: “Three hundred years in a Spanish convent and forty years in Hollywood have left Filipinos culturally dispossessed” (Burma, in Cohen 68).
In contrast to the Philippines: 

Japan as a success story of Americanization: losing the war, winning the peace
America taught the value of liberal democracy

This was the liberalism of the New Deal (under Franklin Delano Roosevelt: federal funding boosted the economy to alleviate the damage of the Depression: government works projects, aid to farmers, economic controls)

Postwar Japan under American hegemony became “freer and more egalitarian” (Dower) than ever before (in Cohen 73).  Americanization meant new freedoms: critical thinking, freedom of expression, democratic participation in politics and market economies

The U.S. also fomented democracy in Korea, where military leaders allowed an election in 1987 when faced with the prospect of a mass uprising.  Power was shifted from state to society (Meredith Woo-Cumings, cited in Cohen 75).

Warren Cohen’s view of East Asia’s Americanization:

“As we look from our vantage point at the beginning of the twenty-first century, it is evident that much of East Asia, its political, economic, and popular culture, has been affected by American power and presence in the region.  Globalization has a distinctly American flavor.  Certainly for China, Japan, Korea, and Taiwan, as well as the Philippines, the United States is the center of the world” (Cohen 76).

This Americanization involved not coercion or cultural imposition, but dependency on the United States and a cultural transfer (77).

Film:

The Pacific Century / Pacific Basin Institute

On American interactions with Asia

On modernizing China and colonizing the Philippines

The Americans as “masters of the world,” the chosen people on a “divine mission”

Catalog note: “Surveys the past 150 years of economic and political development in the Pacific Basin, and studies the interconnections between Pacific nations – and between those nations and the United States – within a geographical, cultural and historical framework.  The series makes use of contemporary images from 10 countries, rare Ameican and Asian film footage, and the insights of scholars, political figures, journalists, and witnesses to pivotal events.”
Today’s videocassette (9): Sentimental Imperialists: America in Asia
Pacific Century: America must cooperate and compete; the master organizers of the world; would relapse into barbarism and night; the divine mission of America

Sen Albert Beveridge made call for expansion into Asia

Modernize China and colonize the Philippines

U.S. took PR, PI and Guam.  What should McKinley do? President sought divine guidance; educate the Filipinos and uplift and civilize and Christianize them.  “Benevolent assimiliation” and then the bloody war with the Filipinos.  125,000 troops fought in the Philippines.  Atrocities in the Philippines; self-government for the Filipinos;f “our little brown brothers”; create a Pacific showplace of democracy; collective fantasy that the US would lead Filipinos to a glorious future.

Japan strikes, many Filipino elites supported the Japanese, but most sided with the Americans; American GIs handing out food and Hershey bars

Anti-Japanese fighters, the Huks, demanded more; the Americans saw them as part of a world-wide communist conspiracy.

Sending the CIA to Asia.  Prevent the spread of communism.

Covert operative to the PI, Col. Edward Landsdale, and selected “our guy Magsaysay”

A  black and white world: totalitarianism vs. freedom
Ferdinand Marcos, ally of the US.  His commitment to anti-communism.

Showplace of democracy had become a brutal dictatorship.

Thousands of Filipinos found “salvaged”; Marcos built power for 20 years with backing from the US

Today three-quarters of the nation barely survive; economy dominated by a few wealthy families, the landed elite spiting economic reform

Medical personnel in NY and other parts, filling the nursing shortage in the US.

80% of children in PI malnourished

Revolutionary NPA in the countryside; army under Pres. Aquino has cracked down hard

Vigilante groups and paramilitary forces work with the Philippine armed forces

Am bases as an albatross around the Filipinos’ necks: Clark AFB and Subic Bay naval base; Pinatubo; Clark phased out
Feeling a split personality; progressing to a consciousness of nation

Grand prize in the imperial quest: China

We felt we were different: to win China from Confucius to Christ

Drug trade opened up China for the missionaries: the Opium War; opium forced on China by the British imperialists

Coolies (“bitter labor”) came to America; Chinese came to replace the unavailable blacks.

Movie “That Chink at Golden Gulch”

Mystical cult of the Boxers. 2,000 US marines joined the fight to crush the rebellion.

Sun Yat-Sen, an Asian George Washington

Sentimental imperialists, promoting benevolent assimilationism and the missionary’s blessings of education, medicine, and Christianizing.

New ideas debated by intellectual activists.  Religion of missionaries as a tool of imperialism.  Great struggle to improve the lives of a fifth of the human race.  But American misunderstanding of China.

Pearl Buck’s The Good Earth depicted Chinese as heroes fighting the turbulent forces of history.

Mao Zedong saw the peasants as the key to China’s future.  Opposed to Chiang Kai Shek and his blue shirts.  Supported by him as the “ideal leader”

Henry Luce’s campaign to support American aid to China in the fight for freedom

Luce on “The American Century”

See also The Pacific Century
America joined the Chinese fight against the Japanese after Pearl Harbor
