Asian Indian Americans

Final Exam for LAS 325, Spring 2003:

Here (213 MacKay), Monday, May 5, 9:45-11:45 a.m.

Asian Indian Americans

Also, East Indians or Indo-Americans

One of the populations of South Asian Americans:

(1990) With Indians numbering 815,447, Pakistani 81,371, Bangladeshi 11,838, and Sri Lankans 19,970

Many South Asian (Indian, Pakistani, Afghan, Bangladeshi) motel owners:

In 1995, 4,600 Indians owned nearly 7,500 properties in the economy lodging sector

Many South Asian cabdrivers: more than 40% of the 12,000 licensed cabdrivers in NY are South Asian, mostly from Punjab and Bangladesh

Cab driving as a stepping-stone to white-collar jobs

Majority of early immigrants around 1902 were from the Punjab state of India, and most were Sikhs

With passage of the 1965 Hart-Celler Act, Asian Indian immigration increased; by 1990, some 815,500 Asian Indians in the U.S. population

1904-1946, Asian Indians discriminated against

After World War II, many educated professional Asian Indians immigrated

British colonial-capitalist reorganization of Indian agricultural forced many small landowners out of business; many forced to emigrate.  Many emigrants were Sikhs.

Sikhism founded by Guru Nanak (1469-1539), who “sought to reconcile Muslims and Hindus by teaching a monotheistic creed and by stressing meditation and religious exercises as paths to enlightenment.  He challenged the Hindu caste system, idolatry, rituals, and the existence of a priesthood”

Govind Singh (1666-1708) promoted the militarization of the Sikhs; ordered males to take the surname Singh and females to take the surname Kauer; males were to wear turbans and a dagger and never cut hair or beard (Himilce and Novas 287-8).

Asian Indian American Religions:

Hindu, 83.5%

Muslim, 11.0%

Christian, 3.3%

Sikh, 1.9%

Buddhist, 0.7%

Other, including Jains, 0.3%  (Fischetti 140)

Chronology (Baron and Gall; Himilce and Novas)

1790, The first Asian Indian arrived in Salem, Massachusetts, from Madras, India, on a British trading vessel.

1871, Immigration records from 1871 through 1899 show a total of 491 Asian Indian entrants to the United States.

1900, about 2,000 Asian Indians in U.S.

1905, The first Asian Indians arrived in Canada as contract workers, lured by Canadian companies’ promises of great economic opportunities.  Nearly 5,000 would arrive by 1908.

Asian Indians attracted by offers of jobs by the California Fruit Growers’ Association, which ended up paying Indian laborers less than the Japanese workers

1907, Punjabis arrive in Washington State via Canada, find work in lumber mills; meet with white nativists who drive them out of Bellingham and Everett.
Some Punjabis working on the Western Pacific Railroad in northern California.

February 1911, Har Dayal (1884-1939), an Asian Indian political leader, arrived in the United States.  He later worked toward India’s independence from Great Britain.  Dayal formed the Gadar (literally, “Revolution”) Party in 1913 to seek support for revolution in India.

November 1, 1913, The Hindu Association was established under the leadership of Har Dayal in San Francisco.

1917, When Asian Indian laborers began to be perceived as a threat to white laborers, strict immigration restrictions were enforced against this new “Indian Menace.” […]  Har Dayal led an Indian protest delegation at the confessional hearing of a bill intended to exclude all Asian immigrants.  He was arrested and deportation proceedings were started against him.  Har Dayal then surfaced in Germany, where an Indian Committee of National Independence had been formed.  Some 400 other Indians also left the United States on Gadar-organized missions, most of which failed.  By 1917, the Gadar movement had more or less collapsed in America.

The Asiatic Exclusion League in San Francisco worked to bar entry to Asian Indians, citing “the undesirability of the Hindus, their lack of cleanliness, disregard of sanitary laws, petty pilfering, expecially of chickens, and insolence to women” (Himilice and Novas 289).

February 5, 1917, The Asiatic Barred Zone became effective on this date.  President Woodrow Wilson had vetoed the bill passed by Congress on December 14, 1916, but Congress overrode his veto.  The Act precluded immigration from all of Asia and India by drawing an imaginary line from the Red Sea in the Middle East all the way through the Ural Mountains (the traditional boundary between Europe and Asia); people living east of the line were denied entry to the United States.

March 6, 1917, Ram Chandra, who worked with Har Dayal for India’s independence, was tried in the Hindu Conspiracy case.  He was shot to death in the courtroom on A;pril 23, 1918.

1918, The Hindustani Welfare Reform Society was established in the Imperial Valley, California, by members of three Asian Indian faiths—Sikh, Muslim, and Hindu—in order to transcend some of their differences.

1923, Bhagat Singh Thind brought a case to the Supreme Court arguing that he was “white” and therefore eligible for citizenship.  
In 19076, U.S. Attorney General Charles J. Bonaparte had declared that “undr no construction of the law can natives of British Indian be regarded as white persons.”  

In 1923, the U.S. Supreme Court heard the case; it ruled that “It may be true that the blond Scandinavian and the brown Hindu have a common ancestor in the dim reaches of antiquity, but the average man knows perfectly well that there are unmistakable and profound differences between them today” (in Himilce and Novas 290-1)

Singh lost his case.

May 19, 1930, The California legislature passed the Alien Land Act and it was signed into law.  According to the statute, a person ineligible for citizenship was forbidden to purchase land for agricultural purposes and could lease property for no more than three years.

YOGA (EST 202)
1000 B.C., Patanjali, guru, consolidated the Yoga sutras
1893, Swami Vivekananda introduced Yoga to the U.S.

Popular in the U.S. in 1960s and then in the 1980s-1990s

Millions of Americans practice it

The word yoga: union, centering—“the center being the transcendental Being, whether one calls that God or a ‘Higher Self’” (EST 202).

Many yoga disciplines: hatha yoga (emphasizing physical postures), raja yoga (mental discipline), tantra yoga (manipulating the sex drive), mantra yoga (meditation)

An eight-step process or “eight-fold path” includes the precepts:

2.  “Keep your body clean and your spirit pure.  Be content.  Give yourself to God/the Supreme Being/your Higher Self.”

 3.  “Meditate in special positions that involve both your mind and body.”

The goal: to achieve Samadhi, “a oneness with your object of meditation, as well as union with Brahman (‘salvation’).”

HINDUISM (EST 231-2)
Practiced by 83% of India’s population

3rd most widely practiced in the world, with more than 700 million believers

Wide variations: meat-eaters and vegetarians; 330 million gods or One God; animists and atheists
“No single founder and no revelatory event” (EST 231); combines native Dravidian beliefs (from the Indus Valley) and beliefs of Aryan invaders (since 1500 B.C.).

1000 B.C., during the Classical or Vedic period, Brahmins compiled the volume of hymns titled the Rig Veda
Primary deities:

Indra, god of war

Varuna, god of order

Agni, god of fire

Soma, god of the hallucinatory drug

Minor gods Vishnu and Rudra (later to move to the center of worship)

Later,

Vishnu, lord and preserver of the cosmos

Shiva (former Rudra), the cosmic destroyer

500 B.C., breaking away of Buddhism taught by Siddhartha Gautama

And Jainism, founded by Mahavira

Also, “distillation” of Brahmanic doctrine in the Upanishads (“secret teachings”)

Rituals as an external manifestation of internal sacrifices “in one’s internal quest to achieve oneness with Brahman, the divine power” (EST 231).

The means to achieving salvation: meditation, sacrifice, and ascetic living: the objective is the elimination of negative karma; this brings freedom from the cycle of births and deaths, called samsara, which is also the root of all suffering.
Authentic worship is characterized by bhakti, “warm devotion toward god”

The textual source of bhakti is the epic poem the Bhagavad Gita, the “Song of the Lord” (300B.C-300A.D.).  Tells the story of Krishna, avatar or human incarnation of Vishnu.  Focus of devotion of the Hare Krishna movement.

The Sacred Texts of Hinduism:

The Four Vedas, including the Rig Veda, the oldest
Mahabharata, with myths and dynastic histories, includes the Bhagavad Gita, “a religious story that expounds Hindu attitudes toward life, action, and purpose in the cosmos” (EST 232).

Ramayana, “tells of the exploits of the hero Rama (like Krishna, an avatar of Vishnu) and incorporates a variety of myths” (EST 232).

Also: the Puranas (myths) and Upanishads (dialogues between guru and student)

Basic Concepts (EST 232):

Dharma – “the proper way to behave according to social norms, which themselves are merely reflections of the overall cosmic pattern”

Karma – “the doctrine that one’s actions determine one’s fate”

Samsara – “the doctrine of the cycle of transmigration.  One’s soul (atman) is reborn after death, and its new incarnation depends on the karma it has accrued in previous states of existence”

Caste – varnas, or hereditary social groups.  Everyone is born into one:

Brahmins: the priests

Kshatriya: warriors and administrators

Vaishya: cultivators and merchants

Sudra: artisans and laborers

Each of the above subdivided into >3,000 jatis, or occupational groups

Without caste or beneath the system: the Harijans, “children of god” or “untouchables”

Principal Gods
Brahma: Creator of the university, “who brings into being life and order from the cosmic chaos”

Vishnu, the maintainer, “the stable force that keeps the wheel of existence turning.”  Takes an active interest in human affairs

Shiva, the destroyer, “rules over death and transformation, of endings that lead to new beginnings”; “Highly feared and respected in the Hindu pantheon, Shiva is responsible for destroying the universe, sweeping up, and turning out the lights at the end of a cosmic cycle”

Also popular is Ganesh, the elephant-headed god of success and wealth

Zia Jaffrey (1959- )
B. New York, lived in New Delhi, India

Barnard College, English major; wrote “The Monkeyman” when 21 years old.

A “modernist” short story, “The Monkeyman” (121-3)
“evokes the emotions and situations of childhood, rather than specific instances or characters”; “a tale of vulnerability, excitement, and terror” (Maria Hong 121).

Perhaps a simulacrum of unequal male/female relations

The Monkeyman controls and directs two monkeys, named Mr. Mehta and Mrs. Mehta.  Mr. Mehta is forced by the Monkeyman to treat Mrs. Mehta cruelly.  All takes place on a stage with children for an audience.  A childhood fantasy, but also a critique of unequal male/female relations and the social authority that sanctions the hierarchy
Kartar Dillon (1915- )

Story “The Parrot’s Beak” (275-83)
The author “portrays the experiences of her pioneering Indian American family in Northern California during the 1910s and 1920s.  Although her growing up was hastened by the demands of both poverty and tradition, she has described her life with ebullience” (Hong 275)
B. Simi Valley, CA; grew up in Oregon and California; father worked in lumber mills, family farmed; she lives in Berkeley, CA

She took part in activism against British colonialism in India

“The Parrot’s Beak”: Themes

The pioneer Asian Indian Family in the American West

Anti-Indian Prejudice of the Americans of the American NW, including the Doctor

Family Hierarchies: “You must remember that a woman is subservient to a man.  When she is a child, she obeys her father; if he should die, then she must obey her oldest brother” / “When a woman marries, her husband is her master.” / “If she becomes a widow, she must defer to her sons” (278).

Losing identity to the husband

Narrator’s anti-colonialism and support for the Gadar Party

Household chores; caring for the family

Indian families in sharecrop labor; lack of educational opportunities

Narrator’s admiration for her mother: “I marvel at her survival as the family trekked around California and Oregon, living as they could wherever my father found work” (282)

The arranged marriage
Women “in a world controlled by men”; and the narrator as a woman who is “not afraid to think” (283)

Film: Turbans (Erika Surat Andersen, 1999; 30 mins. – Based on the memoirs of Kartar Dillon)

“explores the inner struggles of an Asian Indian immigrant family torn between their cultural traditions and the desire for social acceptance in America”

“Although born in the United States, the Singh boys are attacked for being different.  The turbans they wear, a tradition sacred to their Sikh ancestors, serve only to identify them as outsiders in the prejudiced landscape of Astoria” (Cover notes)

About facing prejudice and standing up to it

Film: Home, Produced and directed by Michelle Taghioff (1992)

Filmed entirely in India, Home explores the ideas of homeland, identity and resttled as seen through the choices and dreams of two women.  One, a journalist returning to India for the first time since her teenage years, and the other, a student who struggles with the expectations of her father” (cover notes).
Indira Ganesan (1960- )

Born in Srirangam, India; educated at Vassar and University of Iowa; teaches at UCSD

Excerpt from The Journey (Ganesan’s first novel) (393-8)

Novel’s narrative takes place on an imaginary island, Pi: “an independent ‘chunk of India that is not quite India torn free to float in the Bay of Bengal’” (in Hong 393)

Protagonist named Renu Krishnan travels from Long Island to Pi after the death of her “twin” cousin, Rajesh;
“As Renu mourns Rajesh’s death, she confronts the belief of the women of her mother’s village ‘that if one twin dies by water, the other will die by fire’” (Hong 393).

With reflections on the Asian Indian’s adaptation to American life (supermarkets; the independence of children); holding on to the traditions (arranged marriages) and breaking tradition (marrying out of caste, like cousin Anu and uncle Adda)

In the end, Renu agrees to look over the list of “acceptable boys”

Movie, Unbidden Voices, about Asian Indian American women immigrants

The Indian home like a Raj/state, women having to sacrifice for the men, for the children

Gandhiji used to say that the woman is the image of patience

To be able to erase the man as a god; woman as devi

Consciousness of wo(men determined by social being

Lack of ed opps in India

What is value of unremunerated work?

Daughter’s delivery, mothers and mothers-in-law called

Husband’s death, widow having to support family; work in a restaurant, 12-hour job; low pay; few days off, women’s work

Problem of English—how to learn it

---

Taj Majal

Monumental tomb, Muslim architecture

Built in 1648 by the Mughal emperor Shah Jahan for empress, Mumtaz Mahal

Name means “Exalted One of the Palace”

20,000 craftsmen took 20 years to build it

On the banks of the River Yamuna, in Agra, south of New Delhi

Visited by 1.5 million tourists per year

Replicas of the Taj Mahal: “Over the years, the glorious tomb and love-gift has, unfortunately, transformed from a symbol of adoration into an icon of kitsch” (Terry Hong 23).

1930, on Avenida de la Vereda and Camino del Arroyo in Ojai, CA

1930s, Doris Duke’s “Indo-Persian palace” on Oahu

1950s, On the “Walk-O-Wonders” tourist display in the parking lot of the Greeat Western Shopping Center in Columbus, OH, with the other 6 wonders

1980s, Bill Harlan of Sonoma Country, CA, builds a houseboat modeled after the Taj Mahal
1990, the Trump Taj Mahal casino resort in Atlantic City:

“With its gaudy domes and minarets, life-sized stone elephants, walls of marble and gold, gushing fountains, and $14 million worth of Austrian crystal chandeliers, Trump’s dump misses resembling the elegant original structure by at least a million neon lights.  However, its 120,000-square-foot gaming floor is the largest in the world—and the thunder of the rolling of thousands of caps dice probably drowns out the sounds of the gentle weeping of Mumtaz Mahal’s ghost” (Hong 23).

---

Salman Rushdie

Born India, 1947

Schooled in England since the age of 14

Live with family in East Pakistan; Nicaragua; returned to England

Novels

Grimus, 1975

The Jaguar Smile: A Nicaraguan Journey, 1977

Midnight’s Children, 1981, “one of the most insightful novels written on India’s turbulent time of independence and partition” (Ameena Meer 48).
Best known for The Satanic Verses: “An exploration of good and evil, the book is also an unsubtle attack on religious fundamentalism—which brought out fundamentalist Islamic groups in droves, and prompted riots, bookstore bombings, death threats, and more” (48).
Ayatollah Khomeini of Iran denounced the author’s alleged defaming of the prophet Mohammed and the Qu’ran; his fatwah, or decree, calling for Rushdie’s death, and offered a bounty of $5 million.  The fatwah forced Rushdie into hiding.

Prolific writer of novels, essays, and articles; a champion of human rights

---

Buddhism

One eighth of the world’s population

Southeast Asians, Indians, Chinese, Japanese, and Europe and the United States

Americans Buddhists counted at around 5 million

Basic Teachings:

The Four Noble Truths

The Eightfold Path

Existence is suffering; the cause of suffering is desire; the end of desire brings and end to suffering

Release from suffering is nirvana: “purified consciousness” and “infinite bliss”

The individual subject or essence as “a bundle of khandas, or senses and states, which must be dissipated in the pursuit of nirvana” (Marie G. Lee, et al., 216)
Theravada Buddhism:

Emphasizing the inner quest of the individual

Asceticism

Reflection and Study

Mahayana Buddhism:

Some enlightened beings delay Buddhahood to become bodhisattvas, helping others to attain enlightenment

Emphasis on group devotion and meditation

Buddhism: The Three Treasures

The Buddha (the revealer)

The Dhamma (the teachings)

The Sangha (the priesthood)

The Four Noble Truths

(to be learned and accepted)

1.  Nothing is permanent; satisfaction is temporary, and its loss is painful.  Thus, life is permeated with suffering.

2.  The cause of suffering is the desire for existence in the world.

3.  Suffering ceases when people are freed of their desires.

4.  To eliminate desire, one must follow the Eightfold Path.

The Eightfold Path

(to be followed)

1.  Right view

2.  Right thought

3.  Right speech

4.  Right action

5.  Right work

6.  Right effort

7.  Right mindedness

8.  Right concentration

From the History of Buddhism
586 B.C., Guatama Siddhartha, prince of the Sakya.  Mother conceived him after having a dream “in which a white elephant magically entered into her womb” (216).

A life of luxury, then one day Siddhartha saw three life-changing sights:

An aged man

A sick man

A corpse

A holy mendicant

Zen Buddhism

A Japanese school derived from the Chinese Ch’an

Emphasizes satori, “realization in experience”

Meditation; contemplation of teaching riddles, koans
Practiced by Phil Jackson, coach of the Chicago Bulls

See Zen and the Art of Motorcycle Maintenance by Robert Pirsig

Insight meditation, Vipassana or “mindfulness”

Taught by the Vietnamese monk Thich Nhat Hanh, author of The Miracle of Mindfulness
A speaker with a strong following in the United States.

Nichiren Shoshu

Focuses on chanting in front of the sacred scroll

One can chant for things, “benefits”

Practitioners hold hands together, clasping a necklace with 108 wooden beads (symbolizing the 108 human desires)

The chant: Nam myo ho ren geh kyo
8-10 million adherents worldwide, with >140,000 in America

Practiced by Patrick Swayze, Tina Turner, and Roseanne

Tibetan Buddhism

The school or sect led by the Dalai Lama, seen as the living incarnation of Akalovitesara, the Bodhisattva of Compassion

See the movie Kundun, directed by Martin Scorsese, music by Philip Glass

Forced into exile by the Chinese invasion and occupation of Tibet in 1950

His pacifism earned him the Nobel Peace Prize in 1989

His followers include “celebrities such as Richard Gere, Uma Thurman (her father, Robert Thurman, is the president and founder of the Tibet House), Courtney Love, Oliver Stone, Laurie Anderson, and Adam Yauch of the Beastie Boys (who raps about Buddha on ‘Bodhisattva Vow’)” (217).
Buddhism in the U.S.A.

Fascination for the New England Transcendentalist, including Henry David Thoreau

Taught at Columbia University by D.T. Suzuki during the 1950s

Influence on the Beat Poets: Allen Ginsberg, Jack Kerouac, and also Gary Snyder

Meditation as a key to enlightenment

Dzochen meditation: merging one’s mind “with the wisdom mind of the master”

Zazen:  “sitting in absorption” with various techniques:

Contemplation of counting the breath

Pondering koans

Shikantaza, “nothing but precisely sitting,” with the goal of clearing the mind

---

“Gurus: The Good, the Bad, and Frankly Scary”

“Guru” = “Teacher”

---

Notes from Tinaz Pavri, “Asian Indian Americans,” in Gale Encyclopedia of Multicultural America, vol. 1.

India

Population: 900 million

Religions: 82% Hindus; 12% Muslim; also Christians, Sikhs, Buddhists, Jains, and Zoroastrians

Languages: More than 300; official languages are Hindu, spoken by 30%, and English

The Moghuls invaded around 1500 A.D., bringing Islam, and their saw the construction of the Taj Mahal

Freedom from British colonialism gained through efforts of the Indian National Congress, the movement led by Mahatma Gandhi and Jawaharlal Nehru.

Mahatma Gandhi called for satyagraha, non-violent protest, “passive noncooperation with the British at every level.”  Independence gained in 1947.  Two sovereign countries, India and Pakistan, created (124).

First Asian Indians in America

Most of the 2,000 Asian Indians in America at the end of the 19th Century were Punjabi Sikhs; many worked in agriculture, lumber mills, logging camps; building the Western Pacific Railroad in CA

Asian Indian Americans oftentimes married Mexican women

Anti-Immigration Movements: The Asiatic Exclusion League founded in 1907 fought for expulsion of Asian laborers, including Indians

Indian subgroups in the U.S. include Gujaratis, Bengalis, Punjabis, Marathis, and Tamils; individuals drawn to their subcommunities and tend to marry within the subgroups

1957, Asian Indian Dalip Saund elected to the U.S. House of Representatives.  Had earned a doctorate at UC Berkeley

1947-65, some 6,000 Asian Indians immigrated

1965 on, the second wave of Asian Indian immigration: “Indians that emigrated after 1965 were overwhelmingly urban, professional, and highly educated and quickly engaged in gainful employment in many U.S. cities” (126)

In 1990, 570,000 Asian Indians in America, especially NY, CA, and NJ; SF and LA in CA

Acculturation and Assimilation

Holding on to Indian culture while adapting to the American society and economy

“Asian Indian are some stereotyped in American society as industrious, prosperous, and professionally and educationally advanced.  To an extent, the stereotypes are based in reality” (Pavri 126)

Traditionally, Asian Indians believe in astrology; practice ceremonial offerings to gods

Cuisine

Food prepared with variety of spices

Dals (lentils)

Beans

Chaval (rice)

Hindu avoidance of beef; Muslim taboo on eating pork

Tandoori, “clay-baked chicken or fish marinated in yurt and spices,” from N. India (127)

Clothing and costume

The traditional sari for women

Kameez, the long shirt

Doti, traditional cloth wrapped around legs for men

Bindi, the ornamental dot, which can signify marriage

Also: gold jewelry

Music

Played with sitar, tabla (drums), harmonium

Greetings

Namaste (“Hello”)

Inshallah (“God willing”)
Salaam Aleikum (“God be with you”)

Family

Ties are strong; siblings often encouraged to emigrate from India; more prosperous members help the less well-to-do relatives; few Asian Indian Americans on welfare

Dating not traditional, frowned upon

Parents often involved in match-making and arranging marriages:

“Asian Indians believe that their children will be happier if they are married to someone who shares the same history, tradition, religion, and social customs and who will be able to impart these values to their children, thus ensuring the continuity of the community.  They believe that such marriages made within the community tend to be more stable and longer lasting than those that cross community borders” (Pavri 129).

Highest percentage of college-educated members in the Asian Indian group

Asian Indian American women making great strides, but many still perform the housework

Gurus (EST 228-30)

“Guru” = “Teachers”

For Sikhs, the gurus are the ten religious leaders

Some Renowned Gurus:

Name: Maharishi Mahesh Yogi

Organization: The Spiritual Regeneration Movement

Famous Followers: The Beatles, Shirley MacLaine, Doug Henning

Achievements: Transcendental Meditation; Maharishi University of Management in Fairfield, Iowa, now in New Hope, IA
Name:  Deepak Chopra

Background: Internal Medicine, Endocrinology, chief of staff at the New England Memorial Hospital

Organization: American Association of Ayurvedic Medicine

Famous Followers: George Harrison, Wynonna Judd, David Lynch

Achievements: Books and Programs –

Quantum Healing

Ageless Body, Timeless Mind

The Seven Spiritual Laws of Success
Name: Reverend Sun Myung Moon

Background: Republic of Korea; visited on Easter Day by Jesus Christ

Organization: Holy Spirit Association for the Unification of World Christianity

Feature of Faith: Role of marriage; mass weddings:

“In October 1982 in Seoul, he led 11,674 of his followers over the threshold, with most of the participants having met their betrothed just hours before the ceremony” (EST 230)

Achievements: Ownership of the Washington Times; investments in movies; served 13 months for tax evasion; still a huge following

Reading for next Tuesday: Photocopied article by Elaine Kim, “Home is Where the Han Is: A Korean American Perspective on the Los Angeles Upheavals.”  Get the photocopy in class today

“Subcontinent Asian Indians,” by P.R. Fischetti

11.8% of the Asian American population; 75.4% foreign born

In 1990, median housefhold income of $44,696, highest among immigrant groups; above the American median of $30,176

Most come voluntarily to the U.S.: not as refugees

Often settle in suburban communities; rarely form enclaves

In the motel and hotel industries: Asian Indian Americans own Days Inn, Econo Lodge, Rodeway, etc.  Own interests in Sheratons, Raddisons and Hiltons

“In the United States, many Asian Indian immigrants turned to lodging as a business because they could buy cheap motels, they could live rent free, and the family could work the front desk, clean rooms, do laundry and make repairs.  However, parents instilled in their children the need for education and trust between families and among their own ethnic group” (Fischetti 139)

Many children graduate from college, go into professions

Also, Asian Indian American ownership of gas stations in NYC

Mississippi Masala
Celebrating a wedding

Demetrius, Mina

Heroine Mina, lives and works in a motel, Monte Cristo restaurant
She doesn’t like Harry Patel, her arranged date

Children dressed as cowboys and Indians

Ex-girlfriend going to cut a record

Denzel character in carpet cleaning
Hindu altar in the home; chanting OM; “O Lord, grant peace to every living under the sun”

“Black, brown, yellow, Mexican, Puerto Rican: it doesn’t matter, if you’re not white, you’re colored”

Indian afraid of a lawsuit from Denzel character

Father wants daughter to have an education
