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W 4:10-5 p.m.
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 “Interactionism insists on being a humble theory, not claiming too much and
not dealing with major abstractions and false dualisms. Indeed the real task of
an interactionist is simply to look at social life as people ‘do things together.’;
its core interests lie in the doing of ethnographies and in the intimate familiarity
with ongoing social… worlds. It is a hands-on ‘down-to-earth’ empirical
approach… In general, the tradition is one steeped in the exploration and
inspection of data.”

— Ken Plummer (2003)

“The symbolic interactionist point of view requires you to take into account more
things than almost any other perspective. At least, it disposes you to do your
research in such a way that if anything is obviously (or not so obviously)
affecting the phenomenon you want to understand, you’ll be free to take
advantage of finding that out. This distinguishes it from other kinds of research
which, for either theoretical or technical reasons, limit your view of what’s
relevant so that you just don’t see those other factors which might be
important.”

— Howard S. Becker (1970)

“Few other social science approaches have made so deep and explicit a
commitment to complex questions. Interactionists should not stop asking
those questions. Quite the contrary, to remove that complexity—to simplify
interactionism—would destroy its essence.”

— Kevin Mihata (2002)



– 2 –

Summary
This course covers selected topics related to symbolic interactionism. Students will read and

discuss sociological journal articles and chapters on these topics, read and give a précis of a book
related to one of these topics, write a paper related to the course material, and give a presentation
of this paper to the class.

Objectives for students include (1) increasing their knowledge about the symbolic
interactionist perspective and about its substantive contributions; (2) improving their skills of
reading, analyzing and evaluating sociological research; and (3) stimulating their thinking about their
own research.

Note: Under the new graduate curriculum, this course will be numbered Soc 525D.

Grading
The course grade will be derived from five components.

1. Class participation (25%)
Students are expected to read the assigned core readings each week and contribute to

class discussion.

2. Leading discussion (25%)
Discussion of each core reading assignment (journal article or book chapter) will be led by a

student. This student is responsible for developing a list of discussion questions, which will be
submitted to the instructor.

3. Book précis (10%)
Each student will prepare one précis of a book connected to a week’s topic. The written

précis will consist of a one-page summary of the book. The student will also give a oral synopsis of
the book and answer questions about it.

4. Paper (30%)
Each student will write a paper related to the course. The paper need not be publishable, but

should show potential for revision into a journal article, conference paper, dissertation chapter or
some other scholarly product. Students should consult with the instructor about their paper.

5. Paper presentation (10%)
Students will give a conference-style presentation of their paper to the class.

About the Readings

The course pack of readings is available on-line through Iowa State’s WebCT system.

There are three types of readings in the course pack:

Core readings: Each week we will discuss five or six core readings. All students are
expected to have read these readings before class and each reading will be assigned to a
student who will lead the discussion on it. The majority of these articles are empirical (rather
than merely theoretical).

Background readings: Some weeks I have assigned one or two background
readings, several of which are chapters from the Handbook of Symbolic Interactionism
(2003). These are highly recommended for putting the core readings into a larger
perspective.
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Bonus readings: Each topic has a number of bonus readings. These include (1)
theoretical (rather than empirical) articles on the topic, (2) additional empirical articles on the
topic, and (3) additional articles by the authors of the core readings. These bonus readings
should provide a starting place for additional reading on each topic. Some of the topics have
a more developed set of bonus readings than others. I may add additional bonus readings
during the course of the semester.

I will attempt to provide you with a reading guide for each topic one week in advance.

In selecting the readings, I have attempted to provide you with examples of excellent
interactionist research on a number of interesting topics. I also have attempted to introduce you to
different groups of interactionists. First, many of the readings are by leading interactionists, i.e., SI
sociologists whose research has had a major impact on the perspective and the discipline. Second,
many of the readings are by young interactionists, i.e., SI sociologists who have received their
Ph.Ds. in the past 15 years. Around a fifth of the core readings resulted from thesis or dissertation
research conducted by these young interactionists. I highlight these publications because they are
potential exemplars for the work that you are capable of. Last (but not least), I have included core
readings by each of the four self-designated interactionists in the Iowa State sociology department.
In addition, I have included bonus readings by other ISU sociology faculty who do not consider
themselves interactionists, but who have produced publications that seem to me to be congruent
with the perspective of interactionism.

In addition to the articles associated with the main course topics, I have included a number
of other readings in the course pack: (1) a number of essays by interactionists on the discipline of
sociology, (2) articles from a special issue of Symbolic Interactionism that consists of essays by
winners of the SSSI’s George Herbert Mead Career Award accompanied by responses by other
interactionists, (3) articles related to the Iowa School of Symbolic Interactionism, and (4) the Great
Debates, three significant exchanges about the meaning of SI. The first debate (Blumer vs. Bales)
consists of Blumer’s “Sociological Implications of the Thought of George Herbert Mead” (a core
reading), a response by Robert Bales, and further commentary by Blumer and others. The second
(Huber vs. Symbolic Interactionism) consists of Joan Huber’s attack on SI, responses by Blumer and
others, and Huber’s replies. The third (McPhail & Rexroat vs. Blumer) is probably the most high
profile exchange in the long-standing dispute over whether Blumer misinterpreted Mead.

Academic Integrity
Speaking and acting truthfully are skills acquired through practice. These skills are

indispensable for successfully living and working with other people. If you practice dishonesty, you
will endanger all of your relationships. You will be a bad spouse, a bad parent, a bad employee and
a bad citizen.

Participating in academic life is an important opportunity to practice truthfulness since
dishonesty is incompatible with and abhorrent to the purposes of the university. Therefore,
students in this course are expected to adhere to the highest standards of academic honesty.

Sociology Code of Ethics for Human Relations
The Department of Sociology is committed to providing a professional and educational

environment that is free of discrimination and harassment. The department’s Code of Ethics for
Human Relations and the Procedures for Filing Complaints of Discrimination or Harassment are
posted on the bulletin boards on all five floors of East Hall.
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Schedule of Readings

(1) Wednesday, Aug. 22: Course Overview

“There are many reasons why someone might want to embrace symbolic interactionism,
but the basic reason why social scientific scholarship ought to be based on that
perspective is that it represents good science.”

— David R. Maines (2003)

Core Readings

Fine, Gary Alan. 1993. “The Sad Demise, Mysterious Disappearance, and Glorious Triumph of
Symbolic Interactionism.” Annual Review of Sociology 19:61-87.

Maines, David R. 2003. “Interactionism's Place.” Symbolic Interaction 26(1): 5-18.

Stryker, Sheldon. 1987. “The Vitalization of Symbolic Interactionism.” Social Psychology Quarterly
50(1):83-94.

Bonus Readings

Blumer, Herbert. 1969. “The Methodological Position of Symbolic Interactionism.” Chapter 1 in
Symbolic Interactionism: Perspective and Method. Berkeley, CA: University of California Press.

Fine, Gary Alan. 1990. “Symbolic Interactionism in the Post-Blumerian Age.” Chapter 5 in George
Ritzer (ed.) Frontiers of Social Theory. Columbia University Press.

Harris, Scott R. forthcoming (2007). “Constructionism in Sociology: Objective and Interpretive
Forms.” Chapter 12 in James A. Holstein and Jaber F. Gubrium (eds.) Handbook of Constructionist
Research. Gullfold Publications.

Maines, David R. 2000. “The Social Construction of Meaning.” Contemporary Sociology 29(4):577-
584.

Mihata, Kevin. 2002. “Emergence and Complexity in Interactionism: Comments on David A. Snow’s
‘Extending and Broadening Blumer’s Conceptualization of Symbolic Interactionism.’ Symbolic
Interaction 25(4):571-575.

Snow, David A. 2001. “Extending and Broadening Blumer’s Conceptualization of Symbolic
Interactionism.” Symbolic Interaction 24(3):367-377.

Ulmer, Jeffery T. 2003. “Demarginalizing Symbolic Interactionism: A Comment on ‘Interactionism's
Place.’” Symbolic Interaction 26(1): 19-31.

(2) Wednesday, Aug. 29: Origins and Principles (The Chicago School)

“Go and sit in the lounges of the luxury hotels and on the doorsteps of the flophouses; sit
on the Gold Coast settees and on the slum shakedowns; sit in the Orchestra Hall and in
the Star and Garter Burlesk. In short, [sociologists], go get the seat of your pants dirty in
real research.”

—Robert E. Park

Core Readings

Becker, Howard S. 1951. “The Professional Dance Musician and His Audience.” American Journal
of Sociology 57(2):136-144.

Becker, Howard S. 1953. “Becoming a Marihuana User.” American Journal of Sociology 59:235-242.

Blumer, Herbert. 1966. “Sociological Implications of the Thought of George Herbert Mead.” American
Journal of Sociology 71(5):535-544.
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Hughes, Everett C. 1945. “Dilemmas and Contradictions of Status.” American Journal of Sociology
50(5):353-359.

Mead, George Herbert. 1913. “The Social Self.” The Journal of Philosophy, Psychology and
Scientific Methods 10(14):374-380.

Mead, George Herbert. 1922. “A Behavioristic Account of the Significant Symbol.” The Journal of
Philosophy 19(6):157-163.

Background Readings

Reynolds, Larry. 2003. “Early Representatives.” Chapter 3 in Larry T. Reynolds and Nancy J.
Herman-Kinney (eds.) Handbook of Symbolic Interactionism. Altamira Press.

Musolf, Gil Richard. 2003. “The Chicago School.” Chapter 4 in Larry T. Reynolds and Nancy J.
Herman-Kinney (eds.) Handbook of Symbolic Interactionism. Altamira Press.

Bonus Readings

Athens, Lonnie. 2005. “Mead’s Lost Conception of Society.” Symbolic Interaction 28(3):305-325.

Becker, Howard S. 1955. “Marihuana Use and Social Control.” Social Problems 3(1):35-44.

Becker, Howard S. 1999. “The Chicago School, So-Called.” Qualitative Sociology 22(1):3-12.

Becker, Howard S, and Julius Debro. 1970. “Dialogue with Howard S. Becker.” Issues in
Criminology 5 (summer). Reprinted as chapter 2 in Doing Things Together. 1986. Northwestern
University Press.

Best, Joel. 2006. “Blumer’s Dilemma: The Critic as a Tragic Figure. The American Sociologist 37(3):5-
14.

Blumer, Herbert. 1931. “Science Without Concepts.” American Journal of Sociology 36(4):515-533.

Blumer, Herbert. 1940. “The Problem of the Concept in Social Psychology.” American Journal of
Sociology 45(5):707-719.

Blumer, Herbert. 1948. “Public Opinion and Public Opinion Polling.” American Sociological Review
13(5):542-549.

Blumer, Herbert. 1954. “What is Wrong with Social Theory?” American Sociological Review 19(1):3-
10.

Blumer, Herbert. 1955. “Attitudes and the Social Act.” Social Problems 3(2):59-65.

Blumer, Herbert. 1956. “Sociological Analysis and the ‘Variable.’” American Sociological Review
21(6):683-690.

Chapoulie, Jean-Michel. 1987. “Everett C. Hughes and the Development of Fieldwork in Sociology.”
Urban Life 15(3-4): 259-298.

Dingwall, Robert. 2001. “Notes Toward an Intellectual History of Symbolic Interactionism.” Symbolic
Interaction 24(2):237-242.

Glaser, Barney G., and Anselm L. Strauss. 1964. "Awareness Contexts and Social Interaction."
American Sociological Review 29(5):669-679.

Glaser, Barney G., and Anselm L. Strauss. 1965. "Temporal Aspects of Dying as a Non-Scheduled
Status Passage." The American Journal of Sociology 71(1):48-59.

Hughes, Everett C. 1942. “The Study of Institutions.” Social Forces 20(3):307-310.

Hughes, Everett C. 1951. “Mistakes at Work.” The Canadian Journal of Economics and Political
Science 17(3):320-327.
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Kivisto, Peter, and William H. Swatos Jr. 1990. “Weber and Interpretive Sociology in America.” The
Sociological Quarterly 31(1):149-163.

Maines, David R., Noreen M. Sugrue, and Michael Katovich. 1983. “The Sociological Import of G.H.
Mead’s Theory of the Past.” American Sociological Review 48(2):161-173.

Mead, George Herbert. 1910. “What Social Objects Must Psychology Presuppose?” The Journal of
Philosophy, Psychology and Scientific Methods 7(7):174-180.

Mead, George Herbert. 1912. “The Mechanism of Social Consciousness.” The Journal of Philosophy,
Psychology and Scientific Methods 9(15):401-406.

Mead, George Herbert. 1917. “Scientific Method and Individual Thinker.” Pp. 176-227 in John Dewey
(ed.) Creative Intelligence: Essays in the Pragmatic Attitude. Henry Holt and Co.

Mead, George Herbert. 1925. “The Genesis of the Self and Social Control.” International Journal of
Ethics. 35(3):251-277.

Mead, George Herbert. 1930. “Cooley’s Contribution to American Social Thought.” American
Sociological Review 35(5):693-706.

Mead, George Herbert. 1935. “The Philosophy of John Dewey.” International Journal of Ethics
46(1):64-81.

Plummer, Ken. 2003. “Continuity and Change in Howard S. Becker’s Work: An Interview with
Howard S. Becker.” Sociological Perspectives 46(1):21-39.

Wiseman, Jacqueline P. 1987. “In Memoriam: Herbert Blumer (1900-1987).” Journal of Contemporary
Ethnography 16(3):243-249.

(3) Wednesday, Sept. 5: Goffman and the Dramaturgical Perspective

“Erving Goffman never, to my knowledge, labeled himself a symbolic interactionist, but if
we exclude him, we exclude our soul.”

—Gary Alan Fine (1990)

Core Readings

Cahill, Spencer, William Distler, Cynthia Lachowetz, Andrea Meaney, Robyn Tarallo, and Teena
Willard. 1985. “Meanwhile Backstage: Public Bathrooms and the Interaction Order.” Urban Life
14(1):33-58.

Goffman, Erving. 1959. “Introduction” and “Performances.” Pp. 1-76 in The Presentation of Self in
Everyday Life. Anchor Books.

Goffman, Erving. 1963. “Stigma and Social Identity.” Chapter 1 in Stigma: Notes on the Management
of Spoiled Identity. Simon & Schuster.

Herman, Nancy J. 1993. “Return to Sender: Reintegrative Stigma-Management  Strategies of Ex-
Psychiatric Patients.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 22(3):295-330.

Lankenau, Stephen E. 1999a. “Panhandling Repertoires and Routines for Overcoming the
Nonperson Treatment.” Deviant Behavior 20:183-206.

Background Reading

Edgley, Charles. 2003. “The Dramaturgical Genre.” Chapter 6 in Larry T. Reynolds and Nancy J.
Herman-Kinney (eds.) Handbook of Symbolic Interactionism. Altamira Press.

Bonus Readings

Becker, Howard. 2003. “The Politics of Presentation: Goffman and Total Institutions.” Symbolic
Interaction 26(4):659-669.
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Blinde, Elaine M., and Diane E. Taub. 1992. “Women Athletes as Falsely Accused Deviants:
Managing the Lesbian Stigma.” The Sociological Quarterly 33(4):521-533.

Cahill, Spencer, and Robin Eggleston. 1995. “Reconsidering the Stigma of Physical Disability:
Wheelchair Use and Public Kindness.” The Sociological Quarterly 36(4):681-698.

Collett, Jessica L. 2005. “What Kind of Mother Am I? Impression Management and the Social
Construction of Motherhood.” Symbolic Interaction 28(3):327-347.

Futrell, Robert. 1999. “Performative Governance: Impression Management, Teamwork, and Conflict
Containment in City Commission Proceedings.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 27(4):494-529.

Gamson, William A. 1985. “Goffman’s Legacy to Political Sociology.” Theory and Society 14(5):605-
622.

Gardner, Carol Brooks, and William P. Gronfein. 2005. “Reflections on Varieties of Shame Induction,
Shame Management, and Shame Avoidance in Some Works of Erving Goffman.” Symbolic
Interaction 28(2):175-182.

Goffman, Erving. 1956. “Embarrassment and Social Organization.” American Journal of Sociology
62(3):264-271.

Goffman, Erving. 1983. “The Interaction Order: American Sociological Association, 1982 Presidential
Address.” American Sociological Review 48(1):1-17.

Harding, David J. 2003. “Jean Valjean’s Dilemma: The Management of Ex-Convict Identity in the
Search for Employment.” Deviant Behavior 24:571-595.

Herman, Nancy J., and Gil Richard Musolf. 1998. “Resistance Among Ex-Psychiatric Patients:
Expressive and Instrumental Rituals.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 26(4):426-449.

Jacobs, Bruce A. 1992. “Undercover Deception: Reconsidering Presentations of Self.” Journal of
Contemporary Ethnography 21(2):200-225.

Kusow, Abdi. 2004. “Contesting Stigma: On Goffman’s Assumptions of Normative Order.” Symbolic
Interaction 27(2):179-197.

Lankenau, Stephen E. 1999b. “Stronger Than Dirt: Public Humiliation and Status Enhancement among
Panhandlers.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 28(3):288-318.

Link, Bruce G., and Jo C. Phelan. 2001. “Conceptualizing Stigma.” Annual Review of Sociology
27:363-385.

Lofland, John. 1984. “Erving Goffman’s Sociological Legacies.” Journal of Contemporary
Ethnography 13(1):7-34.

Manning, Philip. 2005. “Reinvigorating the Tradition of Symbolic Interactionism.” Symbolic Interaction
28(2):167-173.

May, Hazel. 2000. “‘Murderers’ Relatives’: Managing Stigma, Negotiating Identity.” Journal of
Contemporary Ethnography 29(2):198-221.

Park, Kristin. 2002. “Stigma Management Among the Voluntarily Childless.” Sociological Perspectives
45(1):21-45.

Schweingruber, David, Sine Anahita, and Nancy Berns. 2004. “‘Popping the Question’ When the
Answer is Known: The Engagement Proposal as Performance.” Sociological Focus 37(2):143-161

Scheff, Thomas J. 2005. “Looking-Glass Self: Goffman as Symbolic Interactionist.” Symbolic
Interaction 28(2):147-166.

West, Candace. 1996. “Goffman in Feminist Perspective.” Sociological Perspectives. 39(3):353-369.
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 (4) Wednesday, Sept. 12: The Indiana School

 “The major axis of differentiation among symbolic interactionists has been, and is, between those
who emphasize social structure as a major constraint and those who do not. Other differences… in
aims, styles of research, and methods tend to follow from this major differentiation.”

—Sheldon Stryker (2003)

Core Readings

Burke, Peter J. 2004. “Identities and Social Structure: The 2003 Cooley-Mead Award Address.”
Social Psychology Quarterly  67(1):5-15.

Cast, Alicia D. 2003. “Power and the Ability to Define the Situation.” Social Psychological Quarterly
66(3):185-201.

Smith-Lovin, Lynn. 2007. “The Strength of Weak Identities: Social Structural Sources of Self,
Situation, and Emotional Experience.” Social Psychology Quarterly 70(2):106-124.

Stryker, Sheldon. 2003. “Whither Symbolic Interaction? Reflections on a Personal Odyssey.”
Symbolic Interaction 26(1):95-109.

Stryker, Sheldon, and Peter J. Burke. 2000. “The Past, Present, and Future of Identity Theory.”
Social Psychological Quarterly 63(4):284-197.

Tsushima, Teresa, and Peter J. Burke. 1999. “Levels, Agency, and Control in the Parent Identity.”
Social Psychology Quarterly 62(2):173-189.

Background Reading

Stryker, Sheldon. 1980. “Contemporary Symbolic Interactionism: A Statement.” Chapter 3 in Symbolic
Interactionism: A Social Structural Version. The Benjamin/Cummings Publishing Company.

Bonus Readings

Burke, Peter J. 1980. “The Self: Measurement Requirements from an Interactionist Perspective.”
Social Psychology Quarterly 43(1):18-29.

Burke, Peter J. 1991. “Identity Processes and Social Stress.” American Sociological Review
56(6):836-849.

Burke, Peter J. 2003. “Commentary on ‘Whither Symbolic Interaction?’” Symbolic Interaction
26(1):111-118.

Cast, Alicia D. 2004. “Role-Taking and Interaction.” Social Psychology Quarterly 67(3):296-309.

Cast, Alicia D., and Peter J. Burke. 2003. “A Theory of Self-Esteem.” Social Forces 80(3):1941-
1068.

Cast, Alicia D., and Allison M. Cantwell. 2007. “Identity Change in Newly Married Couples: Effects of
Positive and Negative Feedback.” Social Psychology Quarterly 70(2):172-185.

Heise, David R. 1989. “Effects of Emotion Displays on Social Identification.” Social Psychology
Quarterly 52(1):10-21.

Heise, David R. 1999. “Controlling Affective Experience Interpersonally.” Social Psychology
Quarterly 62(1):4-16.

Heise, David R., and Cassandra Calhan. 1995. “Emotion Norms in Interpersonal Events.” Social
Psychology Quarterly 58(4):223-240.

Heise, David R., and Lynn Smith-Lovin. 1981. “Impressions of Goodness, Powerfulness, and
Liveliness from Discerned Social Events.” Social Psychology Quarterly 44(2):93-106.
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Robinson, Dawn T. 2007. “Introduction of Lynn Smith-Lovin: Recipient of the 2006 Cooley-Mead
Award.” Social Psychology Quarterly 70(2):103-105.

Robinson, Dawn T., and Lynn Smith-Lovin. 1992. “Selective Interaction as a Strategy for Identity
Mantenance:An Affect Control Model.” Social Psychology Quarterly 55(1):12-28.

Serpe, Richard T. 1987. “Stability and Change in Self: A Structural Symbolic Interactionist
Explanation.” Social Psychology Quarterly 50(1):44-55.

Smith-Lovin, Lynn. 1999. “Introduction of David R. Heise: Recipient of the 1998 Cooley-Mead
Award.” Social Psychology Quarterly 62(1):1-3.

Stryker, Sheldon. 1956. “Relationships of Married Offspring and Parent: A Test of Mead’s Theory.”
Social Psychology Quarterly 62(3):308-319.

Stryker, Sheldon. 2004. “Introduction of Peter J. Burke, Recipient of the 2003 Cooley-Mead Award.”
Social Psychology Quarterly 67(1):1-4.

Stryker, Sheldon, and Richard T. Serpe. 1994. “Identity Salience and Psychological Centrality:
Equivalent, Overlapping, or Complementary Concepts?” Social Psychology Quarterly 57(1):16-35.

(5) Wednesday, Sept. 19: Self and Identity

Core Readings

Adler, Patricia A., and Peter Adler. 1989. “The Gloried Self: The Aggrandizement and the
Constriction of Self.” Social Psychology Quarterly 52(4):299-310.

Armato, Michael, and William Marsiglio. 2002. “Self-Structure, Identity, and Commitment: Promise
Keepers’ Godly Man Project.” Symbolic Interaction 25(1):41-65.

Hopper, Joseph. 2001. “Contested Selves in Divorce Proceedings.” Pp. 127-141 in Jaber F. Gubrium
and James A. Holstein (eds.) Institutional Selves: Troubled Selves in a Postmodern World. Oxford.

Loseke, Donileen R., and James C. Cavendish. 2001. “Producing Institutional Selves: Rhetorically
Constructing the Dignity of Sexually Marginalized Catholics.” Social Psychology Quarterly 64(4):347-
362.

Sandstrom, Kent L. 1990. “Confronting Deadly Disease: The Drama of Identity Construction Among
Gay Men with AIDS.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 19(3):271-294.

Snow, David A., and Leon Anderson. 1987. “Identity Work among the Homeless: The Verbal
Construction and Avowal of Personal Identities.” American Journal of Sociology 92(6):1336-1371.

Background Readings

Vryan, Kevin D., Patricia A. Alder, Peter Adler. 2003. “Identity.” Chapter 15 in Larry T. Reynolds and
Nancy J. Herman-Kinney (eds.) Handbook of Symbolic Interactionism. Altamira Press.

Weigert, Andrew J., and Viktor Gecas. 2003. “Self.” Chapter 10 in Larry T. Reynolds and Nancy J.
Herman-Kinney (eds.) Handbook of Symbolic Interactionism. Altamira Press.

Bonus Readings

Adler, Patricia A., and Peter Adler. 1988. “Intense Loyalty in Organizations: A Case of College
Athletics.” Administrative Science Quarterly 33(3):401-417.

Adler, Patricia A., and Peter Adler. 1999. “Transience and the Postmodern Self: The Geographic
Mobility of Resort Workers.” The Sociological Quarterly 40(1):31-58.

Adler, Peter, and Patricia Adler. 1985. "From Idealism to Pragmatic Detachment: The Academic
Performance of College Athletes." Sociology of Education 58(4):241-250.
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Anderson, Leon., and David Snow.A. 2001. “Inequality and the Self: Exploring Connections from an
Interactionist Perspective.” Symbolic Interaction 24(4):395-406.

Athens, Lonnie. 1994. “The Self as Soliloquy.” The Sociological Quarterly 35(3):521-532.

Athens, Lonnie. 1995. “Dramatic Self Change.” The Sociological Quarterly 36(3):571-586.

Barker, Kristin. 2002. “Self-Help Literature and the Making of an Illness Identity: The Case of
Fibromyalgia Syndrome (FMS).” Social Problems 49(3):279-300.

Charmaz, Kathy. 1994. “Identity Dilemmas of Chronically Ill Men.” The Sociological Quarterly
35(2):269-288.

Chase, Susan. 2001. “Universities as Discursive Environments for Sexual Identity Construction.” Pp.
142-158 in Jaber F. Gubrium and James A. Holstein (eds.) Institutional Selves: Troubled Selves in a
Postmodern World. Oxford.

Gubrium, Jaber F., and James A. Holstein. 1994. “Grounding the Postmodern Self.” The Sociological
Quarterly 35(4):685-703.

Gubrium, Jaber F., and James A. Holstein. 1995. “Individual Agency, the Ordinary, and Postmodern
Life.” The Sociological Quarterly 36(3):555-570.

Haworth-Hoeppner, Susan, and David Maines. 2005. “A Sociological Account of the Persistence of
Invalidated Anorexic Identities.” Symbolic Interaction 28(1):1-23.

Irvine, Leslie. 2000. “‘Even Better Than the Real Thing’: Narratives of the Self in Codependency.”
Qualitative Sociology 23(1):9-28.

Leisenring, Amy. 2006. “Confronting ‘Victim’ Discourse: The Identity Work of Battered Women.”
Symbolic Interaction 29(3):307-330.

Lowney, Kathleen S., and James A. Holstein. 2001. “Victims, Villains, and Talk Show Selves.” Pp.
23-45 in Jaber F. Gubrium and James A. Holstein (eds.) Institutional Selves: Troubled Selves in a
Postmodern World. Oxford.

Padavic, Irene. 2005. “Laboring under Uncertainty: Identity Renegotiation among Contingent
Workers.” Symbolic Interaction 28(1):111-134.

Paterniti, Debora A. 2000. “The Micropolitics of Identity in Adverse Circumstances: A Study of
Identity Making in a Total Institution.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 29:93-119.

Peek, Lori, 2005. “Becoming Muslim: The Development of a Religious Identity.” Sociology of Religion
66(3):215-242.

Ponticelli, Christy M. 1999. “Crafting Stories of Sexual Identity Reconstruction.” Social Psychology
Quarterly 62(2):157-172.

Waskul, Dennis D., and Matt Lust. 2004. “Role-Playing and Playing Roles: The Person, Player, and
Persona in Fantasy Role-Playing.” Symbolic Interaction 27(3):333-356.

Waskul, Dennis D., and Pamela van der Riet. 2002. “The Abject Embodiment of Cancer Patients:
Dignity, Selfhood, and the Grotesque Body.” Symbolic Interaction 25(4):487-513.

Yeung, King-to, and Mindy Stombler. 2000. “Gay & Greek: The Identity Paradox of Gay Fraternities.”
Social Problems 47(1):134-152.
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(6) Wednesday, Sept. 26: Doing Things Together

 “Louis Wirth used to tell my cohort of graduate students at the University of Chicago that
sociology studied what was true by virtue of the fact that people everywhere lived in
groups. That definition seemed trivial and still would, if its implications were not so
persistently ignored. We soon learned that it was not trivial because, taken seriously, it
meant that you could not take seriously a lot of other commonly accepted ideas. Seeing
things as the product of people doing things together makes a lot of other views less
plausible and less interesting.”

—Howard S. Becker (1986)

Core Readings

Anderson, Elijah. 2004. “The Cosmopolitan Canopy.” The Annals of the American Academy of
Political and Social Science 595:14-31.

Becker, Howard S. 1974. "Art as Collective Action." American Sociological Review 39(6):767-776.

Fine, Gary Alan. 1992. “The Culture of Production: Aesthetic Choices and Constraints in Culinary
Work.” American Journal of Sociology 97(5):1268-1294.

Schweingruber, David. 2006. “Success Through a Positive Mental Attitude? The Role of Positive
Thinking in Door-to-Door Sales.” The Sociological Quarterly 47(1):41-68.

Timmermans, Stefan. 2005. “Suicide Determination and the Professional Authority of Medical
Examiners.” American Sociological Review 70(2):311-333.

Ulmer, Jeffery T., and John T. Kramer. 1998. “The Use and Transformation of Formal Decision-
Making Criteria: Sentencing Guidelines, Organizational Contexts, and Case Processing Strategies.”
Social Problems 45(2):248-267.

Background Readings

Becker, Howard S. 1982. “Culture: A Sociological View.” Yale Review 71 (summer). Reprinted as
chapter 1 in Doing Things Together. 1986. Northwestern University Press.

Blumer, Herbert. 1969. “Society as Symbolic Interaction.” Chapter 3 in Symbolic Interaction.
University of California Press.

Bonus Readings

Anderson, Elijah. 2003. “Jelly’s Place: An Ethnographic Memoir.” Symbolic Interaction 26(2):217-237.

Becker, Howard S. 1978. “Arts and Crafts.” The American Journal of Sociology 83(4):862-889.

Becker, Howard S. 1990. “‘Art Worlds’ Revisited.” Sociological Forum 5(3):497-502.

Busch, Lawrence. 1982. “History, Negotiation, and Structure in Agricultural Research.” Urban Life
11(3):368-384.

Fine, Gary Alan. 1979. “Small Groups and Culture Creation: The Idioculture of Little League
Baseball.” American Sociological Review 44(5):733-745.

Fine, Gary Alan. 1984. “Negotiated Orders and Organizational Cultures.” Annual Review of
Sociology 10:239-262.

Fine, Gary Alan. 1990. “Organizational Time: Temporal Demands and the Experience of Work in
Restaurant Kitchens.” Social Forces 69(1):95-114.

Fine, Gary Alan. 1991. “On the Macrofoundations of Microsociology: Constraint and the Exterior
Reality of Structure.” The Sociological Quarterly 32(2):161-177.
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Fine, Gary Alan. 2006a. “Shopfloor Cultures: The Ideoculture of Production in Operational
Meteorology.” The Sociological Quarterly 47(1):1-19.

Fine, Gary Alan. 2006b. “Ground Truth: Verification Games in Operational Meteorology.” Journal of
Contemporary Ethnography 35(3):3-23.

Fine, Gary Alan, and Tim Hallett. 2003. “Dust: A Study in Sociological Miniaturism.” The Sociological
Quarterly 44(1):1-15.

Hall, Peter. 1987. “Interactionism and the Study of Social Organization.” The Sociological Quarterly
28(1):1-22.

Hall, Peter M., and Dee Ann Spencer-Hall. 1982. “The Social Conditions of the Negotiated Order.”
Urban Life 11(3):328-349.

Lu, Shun, and Gary Alan Fine. 1995. “The Presentation of Ethnic Authenticity: Chinese Food as
Social Accomplishment.” The Sociological Quarterly 36(3):535-553.

Maines, David R. 1977. “Social Organization and Social Structure in Symbolic Interactionist Thought.”
Annual Review of Sociology 3:235-259.

Maines, David R. 1982. “In Search of Mesostructure: Studies in the Negotiated Order.” Urban Life
11(3):267-279.

Schweingruber, David, and Nancy Berns. 2001. “Doing Money Work in a Door-to-Door Sales
Organization.” Symbolic Interaction 26(3):447–471.

Timmermans, Stefan. 1999. “When Death Isn’t Dead: Implicit Social Rationing during Resuscitative
Efforts.” Sociological Inquiry 69(1):51-75.

Timmermans, Stefan. 2002. “The Cause of Death vs. the Gift of Life: Boundary Maintenance and the
Politics of Expertise in Death Investigations.” Sociology of Health & Illness 24(5):550-574.

Strauss, Anselm. 1982. “Interorganizational Negotiation.” Urban Life 11(3):350-367.

Ulmer, Jeffery T. 1994. “Trial Judges in a Rural Court Community: Contexts, Organizational Relations,
and Interaction Strategies.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 23(1):79-108.

Ulmer, Jeffery T. 1995. “The Organization and Consequences of Social Pasts in Criminal Courts.”
The Sociological Quarterly 36(3):587-605.

Ulmer, Jeffery T. 2005. “The Localized Uses of Federal Sentencing Guidelines in Four U.S. District
Courts: Evidence of Processual Order.” Symbolic Interaction 28(2):255-279.

 (7) Wednesday, Oct. 3: Socialization

Core Articles

Adler, Patricia A., Steven J. Kless, and Peter Adler. 1992. "Socialization to Gender Roles: Popularity
among Elementary School Boys and Girls." Sociology of Education 65(3):169-187.

Arluke, Arnold. 2002. “Animal Abuse as Dirty Play.” Symbolic Interaction 25(4):205-430.

Cahill, Spencer E. 1999. “Emotional Capital and Professional Socialization: The Case of Mortuary
Science Students (and Me).” Social Psychology Quarterly 62(2):101-116.

Fine, Gary Alan. 2000. “Games and Truths: Learning to Construction Social Problems in High School
Debate.” The Sociological Quarterly 41(1):103-123.

Lois, Jennifer. 1999. “Socialization to Heroism: Individual and Collectivism in a Voluntary Search and
Rescue Group.” Social Psychological Quarterly 62(2):117-135.

Pascoe, C.J. 2005. “‘Dude, You’re a Fag’: Adolescent Masculinity and the Fag Discourse.”
Sexualities 8(3):329-346.
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Bonus Articles

Adler, Patricia A., and Peter Adler. 1984. "The Carpool: A Socializing Adjunct to the Educational
Experience." Sociology of Education 57(4):200-210.

Adler, Patricia A., and Peter Adler 1995. “Dynamics of Inclusion and Exclusion in Preadolescent
Cliques.” Social Psychology Quarterly 58(3):145-162.

Cahill, Spencer E. 1986. “Self Definition: The Case of Gender Identity Acquisition.” The Sociological
Quarterly 27(3):295-311.

Cahill, Spencer E. 1987. “Children and Civility: Ceremonial Deviance and the Acquisition of Ritual
Competence.” Social Psychology Quarterly 50(4):312-321.

Cahill, Spencer E. 2002. "Beastly Bodies in Human Hands, Heads, and Hearts: Reflections on Animal
Abuse as Dirty Play." Symbolic Interaction 25(4):431-435.

Denzin, Norman K. 1972. “The Genesis of Self in Early Childhood.” The Sociological Quarterly
13:291-314.

Denzin, Norman K. 1975. “Play, Games and Interaction: The Contexts of Childhood Socialization.”
The Sociological Quarterly 16:458-478.

Fine, Gary Alan. 1985. “Occupational Aesthetics: How Trade School Students Learn to Cook.”
Urban Life 14(1):3-31.

Fine, Gary Alan. 2004. “Adolescence as Cultural Toolkit: High School Debate and the Repertoires of
Childhood and Adulthood.” The Sociological Quarterly 45(1):1-20.

Holmstrom, Lynda Lytle, David A. Karp, and Paul S. Gray. 2002. “Why Laundry, Not Hegel?”
Symbolic Interaction 25(4):437-462.

Karp, David A., Lynda Lytle Holmstrom, and Paul S. Gray. 1998. “Leaving Home for College:
Expectations for Selective Reconstruction of Self.” Symbolic Interaction 21(3):253-276.

Pascoe, C.J. 2003. “Multiple Masculinities? Teenage Boys Talk About Jocks and Gender.” American
Behavioral Scientist 46(10):1423-1438.

Solot, Dorian, and Arnold Arluke. 1997. “Learning the Scientist’s Role: Animal Dissection in Middle
School.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 26(1):28-54.

(8) Wednesday, Oct. 10: Crowds, Behavior in Public and Social Movements

Core Readings

Ferris, Kerry O. 2004. “Seeing and Being Seen: The Moral Order of Celebrity Sightings.” Journal of
Contemporary Ethnography 33(3):236-264.

Hunt, Scott A., and Robert D. Benford. 1994. “Identity Talk in the Peace and Justice Movement.”
Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 22(4):488-517.

McPhail, Clark. 1994b. “From Clusters to Arcs and Rings: Elementary Forms of Sociation in
Temporary Gatherings.” Social Behavior in Public Places: From Clusters to Arcs and Rings.” Pp. 35-
57 in Spencer Cahill and Lyn Lofland (eds.) The Community of the Streets, special issue of
Research in Community Sociology. JAI Press.

McPhail, Clark. 2006. “The Crowd and Collective Behavior: Bringing Symbolic Interaction Back In.”
Symbolic Interaction 29(4):433-464.

Snow, David A., E. Burke Rochford, Steven K. Worden, and Robert D. Benford. 1986. “Frame
Alignment Processes, Micromobilization, and Movement Participation.” American Sociological Review
51(4):464-481.
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Snow, David A., Louis A. Zurcher, and Robert Peters. 1981 “Victory Celebrations as Theater: A
Dramaturgical Approach to Crowd Behavior.” Symbolic Interaction 4(1):21-42.

Background readings

McPhail, Clark, and Charles W. Tucker. 2003. “Collective Behavior.” Chapter 29 in Larry T. Reynolds
and Nancy J. Herman-Kinney (eds.) Handbook of Symbolic Interactionism. Altamira Press.

Snow, David A. 2003. “Social Movements.” Chapter 33 in Larry T. Reynolds and Nancy J. Herman-
Kinney (eds.) Handbook of Symbolic Interactionism. Altamira Press.

Bonus Readings

Benford, Robert D. 1993a. “‘You Could Be the Hundredth Monkey’: Collective Action Frames and
Vocabularies of Motive With the Nuclear Disarmament Movement.” The Sociological Quarterly
34(2):195-216.

Benford, Robert D. 1993b. “Frame Disputes within the Nuclear Disarmament Movement.” Social
Forces 71(3):677-701.

Benford, Robert D. 1997. “An Insider’s Critique of the Social Movement Framing Perspective.”
Sociological Inquiry 67(4):409-430.

Benford, Robert D., and David A. Snow. 2000. “Framing Processes and Social Movements: An
Overview and Assessment.” Annual Review of Sociology 26:611-39.

Couch, Carl J. 1968. “Collective Behavior: An Examination of Some Stereotypes.” Social Problems
15(3):310-322.

Gardner, Carol Brooks. 1990. “Safe Conduct: Women, Crime, and Self in Public Places.” Social
Problems 37(3):311-328.

Jenness, Valerie. 1995. “Social Movement Growth, Domain Expansion, and Framing Processes: The
Gay/Lesbian Movement and Violent against Gays and Lesbians as a Social Problem.” Social
Problems 42(1):145-170.

McPhail, Clark. 1989. “Blumer’s Theory of Collective Behavior: The Development of a Non-Symbolic
Interaction Explanation.” The Sociological Quarterly 30(3):401-423.

McPhail, Clark. 1994a. “The Dark Side of Purpose: Individual and Collective Violence in Riots.” The
Sociological Quarterly 35(1):1-32.

McPhail, Clark. 1997. “Stereotypes of Crowds and Collective Behavior: Looking Backward, Looking
Forward.” In Dan Miller, Michael Katovich, and Stanley Saxton (eds.) Constructing Complexity:
Symbolic Interaction and Social Forms, a festschrift for Carl J. Couch. JAI Press.

McPhail, Clark, and Ronald T. Wohlstein. 1986. “Collective Locomotion as Collective Behavior.”
American Sociological Review 51:447-463.

Schweingruber, David. 2000. “Mob Sociology and Escalated Force: Sociology’s Contribution to
Repressive Police Tactics.” The Sociological Quarterly 41(3):371-389.
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(9) Wednesday, Oct. 17: Social Problems

 “From our point of view, the evidence that there is, for example, a crime problem is not
that there is a high rate of crime or that the rate is higher than it used to be. Rather the
evidence is that there are many individuals and groups complaining about various
aspects of crime—violence in the streets, burglaries in the suburbs, corruption in the
police force, etc.—and the activities of the myriad agencies that are mandated to do
something about these complaints. The so-called ‘crime problem’ as a social problem, like
that of the ‘generation gap,’ ‘pollution,’ ‘disadvantaged child,’ and others, is generated and
sustained by the activities of complaining groups and institutional responses to them.”

—Malcome Spector and John I. Kitsuse (1973)

Core Readings

Berns, Nancy. 2001. “Degendering the Problem and Gendering the Blame: Political Discourse on
Women and Violence.” Gender & Society 15(2):262-281.

Best, Joel. 1991. “‘Road Warriors’ on ‘Hair-Trigger Highways’: Cultural Resources and the Media’s
Construction of the 1987 Freeway Shooting Problem.” Sociological Inquiry 61(3):327-345.

Conrad, Peter, and Deborah Potter. 2000. “From Hyperactive Children to ADHD Adults: Observations
on the Expansion of Medical Categories.” Social Problems 47(4):559-582.

Loseke, Donileen. 2001. “Lived Realities and Formula Stories of ‘Battered Women.’” Pp. 107-126 in
Jaber F. Gubrium and James A. Holstein (eds.) Institutional Selves: Troubled Selves in a Postmodern
World. Oxford.

Lowney, Kathleen S., and Joel Best. 1995. “Stalking Strangers and Lovers: Changing Media
Typifications of a New Crime Problem.” Chapter 3 in Joel Best (ed.) Images of Issues: Typifying
Contemporary Social Problems. Aldine.

Margolin, Leslie. 1993. “Goodness Personified: The Emergence of Gifted Children.” Social Problems
40(4):510-532.

Background Readings

Best, Joel. 2002. “Constructing the Sociology of Social Problems: Spector and Kitsuse Twenty-Five
Years Later.” Sociological Forum 17(4):699-706.

Best, Joel. 2003. “Social Problems.” Chapter 40 in in Larry T. Reynolds and Nancy J. Herman-Kinney
(eds.) Handbook of Symbolic Interactionism. Altamira Press.

Bonus Readings

Berns, Nancy. 1999. “‘My Problem and How I Solved It’: Domestic Violence in Women’s Magazines.”
The Sociological Quarterly 40(1):85-108.

Best, Joel. 1987. “Rhetoric in Claims-Making: Constructing the Missing Child Problem.” Social
Problems 34(2):101-121.

Best, Joel, and Gerald T. Horiuchi. 1985. “The Razor Blade in the Apple: The Social Construction of
Urban Legends.” Social Problems 32(5):488-499.

Blumer, Herbert. 1971. “Social Problems as Collective Behavior.” Social Problems 18(3):298-306.

Fine, Alan Fine. 1997. “Naturework and the Taming of the Wild: The Problem of ‘Overpick’ in the
Culture of Mushroomers.” Social Problems 44(1):68-88.

Fine, Gary Alan. 2006. “The Chaining of Social Problems: Solutions and Unintended Consequences
in the Age of Betrayal.” Social Problems 53(1):3-17.
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Dunn, Jennifer L. 2005. “‘Victims’ and ‘Survivors’: Emerging Vocabularies of Motive for ‘Battered
Women Who Stay.” Sociological Inquiry 75(1):1-30.

Herda-Rapp, Ann. 2003. “The Social Construction of Local Social Violence Threats by the News
Media and Professional Organizations.” Sociological Inquiry 73(4):545-574.

Irvine, Leslie. 2003. “The Problem of Unwanted Pets: A Case Study in How Institutions ‘Think’ about
Clients’ Needs.” Social Problems 50(4):550-566.

Kitsuse, John I. 1980. “Deviants and the Politics of Social Problems.” Social Problems 28(1):1-13.

Kitsuse, John I., and Malcolm Spector. 1973. “Toward a Sociology of Social Problems: Social
Conditions, Value-Judgments, and Social Problems.” Social Problems 20(4):407-419.

Kitsuse, John I., and Malcolm Spector. 1975. “Social Problems and Deviance: Some Parallel Issues.”
Social Problems 22(5):584-594.

Loseke, Donileen R., and Spencer E. Cahill. 1984. “The Social Construction of Deviance: Experts on
Battered Women.” Social Problems 31(3):296-310.

Spector, Malcolm, and John I. Kitsuse. 1973. “Social Problems: A Re-Formulation.” Social Problems
21(2):145-159.

Woolgar, Steve, and Dorothy Pawluch. 1985. “Ontological Gerrymandering: The Anatomy of Social
Problems Explanations.” Social Problems 32(3):214-227.

(10) Wednesday, Oct. 24: Deviance, Violence and Social Control

“Deviance is one of the core concepts of sociology, cutting across and being integrated
into our major theories and substantive fields. When we think of deviance, we refer not
only to attitudes, behavior and conditions that lie outside the margins of acceptability, but
to the very norms that cast them out, to the power structures of how folkways, mores
and laws are created, and to the way that social control is attempted and achieved.
Deviance is involved in key processes by which social order is maintained, as
affirmations and re-affirmations of collective sentiment enhance social solidarity and
stability. Deviance is also critically engaged in the dynamics of social change, as ideas
and behavior move around and go in and out of currency. Finally, it is central to the
hierarchy of social stratification, as it enables individuals and groups to raise themselves
up and strike down their adversaries.”

—Patricia A. Adler and Peter Adler (2006)

Core Readings

Adler, Patricia A., and Peter Adler. 1983. “Shifts and Oscillations in Deviant Careers: The Case of
Upper-Level Drug Dealers and Smugglers.” Social Problems 31(2):195-207.

Anderson, Elijah. 1998. “The Social Ecology of Youth Violence.” Crime and Justice 24:65-104.

Athens, Lonnie H. 1977. “Violent Crime: A Symbolic Interactionist Study.” Symbolic Interaction
1(1):56-70.

Dunn, Jennifer L. 2001. “Innocence Lost: Accomplishing Victimization in Intimate Stalking Cases.”
Symbolic Interaction 24(3):285-313.

Fox, Kathryn J. 1999. “Reproducing Criminal Types: Cognitive Treatment for Violent Offenders in
Prison.” The Sociological Quarterly 40(3):435-453.

Monahan, Brian., Joseph A. Marolla, and David G. Bromley. 2005. “Constructing Coercion: The
Organization of Sexual Assault.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 34(3):284-316.
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Bonus Readings

Adler, Patricia A., and Peter Adler. 1978. “Tinydopers: A Case Study of Deviant Subculture.”
Symbolic Interaction 1(2):90-105.

Adler, Patricia, and Peter Adler. 1980. “The Irony of Secrecy in the Drug World.” Urban Life
8(4):447-465.

Adler, Patricia A., and Peter Adler. 2005. “Self-Injurers as Loners: The Social Organization of
Solitary Deviance.” Deviant Behavior 26:345-378.

Adler, Patricia A., and Peter Adler. 2006. “The Deviance Society.” Deviant Behavior 27:129-148.

Adler, Patricia A., and Peter Ader. 2007. “The Demedicalization of Self-Injury: From Psychopathology
to Sociological Deviance.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 36(5):537-570.

Anderson, Elijah. 1994. “The Code of the Streets.” The Atlantic Monthly (May).

Athens, Lonnie. 1974. “The Self and the Violent Criminal Act.” Urban Life and Culture 3(1):98-112.

Athens, Lonnie. 1985. “Character Contests and Violent Criminal Conduct: A Critique.” The
Sociological Quarterly 26(3):419-431.

Athens, Lonnie. 1998. “Dominance, Ghettos, and Violent Crime.” The Sociological Quarterly
39(40:673-691.

Athens, Lonnie. 2005. “Violent Encounters: Violent Engagements, Skirmishes, and Tiffs.” Journal of
Contemporary Ethnography 34(6):631-678.

Best, Joel, and David Luckenbill. 1980. “The Social Organization of Deviants.” Social Problems
28(1):14-31.

Best, Joel, and David Luckenbill. 1981. “Careers in Deviance and Respectability: The Analogy’s
Limitations.” Social Problems 29(2):197-206.

Brown, J. David. 1991. “The Professional Ex-: An Alternative for Exiting the Deviant Career.” The
Sociological Quarterly 32(2):219-230.

Copes, Heith, and Andy Hochstetler. 2003. “Situational Construction of Masculinity among Male
Street Thieves.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 32(3):279-304.

Dobratz, Betty A., Stephanie L. Shanks-Meile, and Danelle Hallenbeck. 2003. “What Happened on
Ruby Ridge: Terrorism or Tyranny?” Symbolic Interaction 26(2):315-342.

Dunn, Jennifer L. 1999. “What Love Has to Do with It: The Cultural Construction of Emotion and
Sorority Women’s Responses to Forcible Interaction.” Social Problems 46(3):440-459.

Emerson, Robert M., Kerry O. Ferris, and Carol Brooks Gardner. 1998. “On Being Stalked.” Social
Problems 45(3):289-314.

Farberman, Harvey A. 1975. “A Criminogenic Market Structure: The Automobile Industry.” The
Sociological Quarterly 16(4):438-457.

Fox, Kathryn J. 1999. “Changing Violent Minds: Discursive Correction and Resistance in the
Cognitive Treatment of Violent Offenders in Prison.” Social Problems. 46(1):88-103.

Herman-Kinney, Nancy J. 2003. “Deviance.” Chapter 28 in Larry T. Reynolds and Nancy J. Herman-
Kinney (eds.) Handbook of Symbolic Interactionism. Altamira Press.

Jacobs, Bruce A., Volkan Topalli, and Richard Wright. 2003. “Carjacking, Streetlife and Offender
Motivation.” British Journal of Criminology 43(4):673-688.

Jacobs, Bruce A., and Richard Wright. 1999. “Stick-Up, Street Culture, and Offender Motivation.”
Criminology 37(1):149-173.

Lejeune, Robert. 1977. “The Management of a Mugging.” Urban Life 6(2):123-148.
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Lejeune, Robert, and Nicholas Alex. 1973. “On Being Mugged: The Event and its Aftermath.” Urban
Life and Culture 2(3):259-287.

Levi, Ken. 1981. “Becoming a Hit Man: Neutralization in a Very Deviant Career.” Urban Life 10(1):47-
63.

Lowney, Kathleen. 1995. “Teenage Satanism as Oppositional Youth Subculture.” Journal of
Contemporary Ethnography 23(4):453-484.

Luckenbill, David F. 1977. “Criminal Homicide as a Situated Transaction.” Social Problems 25(2):176-
186.

Luckenbill, David F. 1981. “Generating Compliance: The Case of Robbery.” Urban Life 10(1):25-46.

Miller, Jodi. 1998. “Up It Up: Gender and the Accomplishment of Street Robbery.” Criminology
36(1):37-66.

(11) Wednesday, Oct. 31: Emotions

“Why is the emotive experience of normal adults in daily life as orderly as it is? Why,
generally speaking, do people feel gay at parties, sad at funerals, happy at weddings?
This question leads us to examine, not conventions of appearance or outward
comportment, but conventions of feeling. Conventions of feeling become surprising only
when we imagine, by contrast, what totally unpatterned, unpredictable emotive life might
actually be like at parties, funerals, weddings, and in the family or work life of normal
adults.”

—Arlie Russell Hochschild (1979)

Core Readings

Arluke, Arnold. 1994. “Managing Emotions in an Animal Shelter.” In Aubrey Manning and James
Serpell (eds.) Animals and Society: Changing Perspectives. Routledge.

Cahill, Spencer, and Robin Eggleston. 1994. “Managing Emotions in Public: The Case of Wheelchair
Users.” Social Psychology Quarterly 57(4):300-312.

Hochschild, Arlie Russell. 1979. “Emotion Work, Feeling Rules, and Social Structure.” American
Journal of Sociology 85(3):551-575.

Schweingruber, David, and Nancy Berns. 2005. “Shaping the Selves of Young Salespeople through
Emotion Management.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 34(6):679-706.

Smith, Allen C., and Sherryl Kleinman. 1989. “Managing Emotions in Medical School: Students’
Contact with the Living and the Dead.” Social Psychology Quarterly 52(1):56-69.

Wolkomir, Michelle. 2001a. “Emotion Work, Commitment, and the Authentification of the Self: The
Case of Gay and Ex-Gay Christian Support Groups.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography
30(3):305-334.

Bonus Readings

Francis, Linda E. 1997. “Ideology and Interpersonal Emotion Management: Redefining Identity in Two
Support Groups.” Social Psychology Quarterly 60(2):153-171.

Franks, David D. 2003. “Emotions.” Chapter 32 in Larry T. Reynolds and Nancy J. Herman-Kinney
(eds.) Handbook of Symbolic Interactionism. Altamira Press.

Godwyn, Mary. 2006. “Using Emotional Labor to Create and Maintain Relationships in Service
Interactions.” Symbolic Interaction 29(4):487-506.

Greer, Kimberly. 2002. “Walking an Emotional Tightrope: Managing Emotions in a Women’s Prison.”
Symbolic Interaction 25(1):117-139.
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Lively, Kathryn J. 2000. “Reciprocal Emotion Management: Working Together to Maintain
Stratification in Private Law Firms.” Work and Occupations 27(1):32-63.

Lois, Jennifer. 2001a. “Peaks and Valleys: The Gendered Emotional Culture of Edgework.” Gender &
Society 15(3):381-406.

Lois, Jennifer. 2001b. “Managing Emotions, Intimacy, and Relationships in a Volunteer Search and
Rescue Group.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 30(2):131-179.

Lois, Jennifer. 2006. “Role Strain, Emotion Management, and Burnout: Homeschooling Mothers’
Adjustment to the Teacher Role.” Symbolic Interaction 29(4):507-530.

Mills, Trudy, and Sherryl Kleinman. 1988. “Emotions, Reflexivity, and Action: An Interactionist
Analysis.” Social Forces 66(4):1009-1027.

Pollak, Lauren Harte, and Peggy A. Thoits. 1989. “Processes in Emotional Socialization.” Social
Psychology Quarterly 52(1):22-34.

Shott, Susan. 1979. “Emotion and Social Life: A Symbolic Interactionist Analysis.” The American
Journal of Sociology 84(6):1317-1334.

Stenross, Barbara, and Sherryl Kleinman. 1989. “The Highs and Lows of Emotional Labor:
Detectives’ Encounters with Criminals and Victims.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography
17(4):435-452.

Sutton, Robert I. 1991. “Maintaining Norms about Expressed Emotions: The Case of Bill Collectors.”
Administrative Science Quarterly 36(2):245-258.

(12) Wednesday, Nov. 7: Gender

Core Readings

Grazien, David. 2007. “The Girl Hunt: Urban Nightlife and the Performance of Masculinity as
Collective Activity.” Symbolic Interaction 30(2):221-243.

Harris, Scott R. 2001. “What Can Interactionism Contribute to the Study of Inequality? The Case of
Marriage and Beyond.” Symbolic Interaction 24(4):455-480.

Padavic, Irene. 1991. “The Re-Creation of Gender in a Male Workplace.” Symbolic Interaction
14(3):279-294.

Wilkins, Amy C. forthcoming (2009). “Unconventional Heterosexualities and Intimacy Talk:
Recuperating Masculinity in Two Young Adult Subcultures.” Signs.

Williams, Christine L. 2006. “Shopping as Symbolic Interaction: Race, Class, and Gender in the Toy
Store.” Symbolic Interaction 28(4):459-472.

Yount, Kristen R. 1991. “Ladies, Flirts, and Tomboys: Strategies for Managing Sexual Harassment in
an Underground Coal Mine.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 19(4):396-422.

Bonus Readings

Berkowitz, Dana. 2006. “Consuming Eroticism: Gender Performance and Presentations in
Pornographic Establishments.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 35(5):583-606.

Bird, Sharon. 1996. “Welcome to the Men’s Club: Homosociality and the Maintenance of Hegemonic
Masculinity.” Gender and Society 10(2):120-132.

George, Molly. 2005. “Making Sense of Muscle: The Body Experiences of Collegiate Women
Athletes.” Sociological Inquiry 75(3):317-345.

Harris, Scott R. 2000. “The Social Construction of Equality in Everyday Life.” Human Studies 23:371-
393.
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Harris, Scott R. 2003. “Studying Equality/Inequality: Naturalist and Constructionist Approaches to
Equality in Marriage.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 32(2):200-232.

Harris, Scott R. 2004. “Challenging the Conventional Wisdom: Recent Proposals for the Interpretive
Study of Inequality.” Human Studies 27:113-136.

May, Reuben A. Buford. 2004. “Of Mice, Rats, and Men: Exploring the Role of Rodents in
Constructing Masculinity Within a Group of Young African American Males.” Qualitative Sociology
27(2):159-177.

Montemurro, Beth. 2002. “‘You Go ’Cause You Have to’: The Bridal Shower as a Ritual of
Obligation.” Symbolic Interaction 25(1):67-92.

Montemurro, Beth. 2005. “Add Men, Don’t Stir: Reproducing Traditional Gender Roles in Modern
Wedding Showers.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 34(1):6-35.

Ortiz, Steven M. 2006. “Using Power: An Exploration of Control Work in the Sports Marriage.”
Sociological Perspectives 49(4):527-557.

Prokos, Anastasia, and Irene Padavic. 2002. “‘There Oughtta Be a Law Against Bitches’: Masculinity
Lessons in Police Academy Training.” Gender, Work and Organization 9(4):439-459.

Ramirez, Michael. 2006. “‘My Dog’s Just Like Me’: Dog Ownership as a Gender Display.” Symbolic
Interaction 29(3):373-391.

Schwalbe, Michael, Sandra Godwin, Daphne Holden, Douglas Schrock, Shealy Thompson, and
Michele Wolkomir.” 2000. “Generic Processes in the Reproduction of Inequality: An Interactionist
Analysis.” Social Forces 79(2):419-452.

Silverstein, Martin. 2006. “Justice in Genderland: Through a Parole Looking Glass.” Symbolic
Interaction 29(3):393-410.

Snow, David A., Cherylon Robinson, and Patricia L. McCall. 1991. “‘Cooling Out’ Men in Singles Bars
and Nightclubs: Observations on the Interpersonal Survival Strategies of Women in Public Places.”
Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 19(4):423-449.

Stewart, Mary White. 2003. “Gender.” Chapter 31 in Larry T. Reynolds and Nancy J. Herman-Kinney
(eds.) Handbook of Symbolic Interactionism. Altamira Press.

Stombler, Mindy. 1994. “‘Buddies’ or ‘Slutties’: The Collective Sexual Reputation of Fraternity Little
Sisters.” Gender and Society 8(3):297-323.

Stombler, Mindy, and Irene Padavic. 1997. “Sister Acts: Resisting Men’s Domination in Black and
White Fraternity Little Sister Programs.” Social Problems 44(2):257-275.

Walum, Laurel Richardson. 1974. “The Changing Door Ceremony: Notes on the Operation of Sex
Roles in Everyday Life.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 2(4):506-515.

West, Candace, and Don H. Zimmerman. 1987. “Doing Gender.” Gender and Society 1(2):125-151.

Wilkins, Amy C. 2004a. “Puerto Rican Wannabes: Sexual Spectacle and the Making of Race, Class,
and Gender Boundaries.” Gender & Society 18(1):103-121.

Wilkins, Amy C. 2004b. “‘So Full of Myself as a Chick’: Goth Women, Sexual Independence, and
Gender Egalitarianism.” Gender & Society 18(3):328-349.

Williams, Christine. 1992. “The Glass Escalator: Hidden Advantages for Men in the ‘Female’
Professions.” Social Problems 39(3):253-267.

Williams, Christine. 2004. “Inequality in the Toy Store.” Qualitative Sociology 27(4):461-486.

Wolkomir, Michelle. 2001b. “Wrestling with the Angels of Meaning: The Revisionist Ideological Work
of Gay and Ex-Gay Christian Men.” Symbolic Interaction 24(4):407-424.



– 21 –

Wolkomir, Michelle. 2004. “‘Giving It Up To God’: Negotiating Femininity in Support Groups for Wives
of Ex-Gay Christian Men.” Gender & Society 18(6):735-755.

(13) Wednesday, Nov. 14: Sex

“A symbolic interactionist view of sex would go something like this: Sex acts, sexual
objects, sexual partners (human or otherwise) like other objects toward which human
beings behave are social objects; that is they have meanings because meanings are
assigned to them by the groups of which human beings are members, for there is nothing
in the physiology of [humans] which gives any dependable clue as to what pattern of
activity will be followed toward them.”

—Manford Kuhn (1954)

Core Readings

Anderson, Elijah. 1989. “Sex Codes and Family Life among Poor Inner-City Youths.” Annals of the
American Academy of Political and Social Science 501:59-78.

Carpenter, Laura M. 2002. “Gender and the Meaning and Experience of Virginity Loss in the
Contemporary United States.” Gender & Society 16(3):345-365.

Nack, Adina. 2000. “Damaged Goods: Women Managing the Stigma of STDs.” Deviant Behavior
21:95-121.

Plummer, Ken. 2003. “Queers, Bodies and Postmodern Sexualities: A Note on Revisiting the ‘Sexual’
in Symbolic Interactionism.” Qualitative Sociology 26(4):515-530.

Waskul, Dennis. 2002. “The Naked Self: Being a Body in Televideo Cybersex.” Symbolic Interaction
25(2):199-227.

Waskul, Dennis, Phillip Vannini, and Desiree Wiesen. 2007. “Women and Their Clitoris: Personal
Discovery, Signification, and Use.” Symbolic Interaction 30(2):151-174.

Background reading

Kuhn, Manford. 1954. “Kinsey’s View on Human Behavior.” Social Problems 1(4):119-125.

Bonus readings

Carpenter, Laura M. 2001. “The Ambiguity of ‘Having Sex’: The Subjective Experience of Virginity
Loss in the United States.” The Journal of Sex Research 38(2):127-139.

Dunn, Jennifer L. 1998. “Defining Women: Notes Toward an Understanding of Structure and
Agency in the Negotiation of Sex.” Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 26(4):479-510.

Gagnon, John H. 1991. “The Explicit and Implicit Use of the Scripting Perspective in Sex Research.”
The Annual Review of Sociology 1:1-41.

Heap, Chad. 2003. “The City as a Sexual Laboratory: The Queer Heritage of the Chicago School.”
Qualitative Sociology 26(4):457-487.

Nack, Adina. 2002. “Bad Girls and Fallen Women: Chronic STD Diagnoses as Gateways to Tribal
Stigma.” Symbolic Interaction 25(4):463-485.

Rasmussen, Paul K., and Lauren L. Kuhn. 1976. “The New Masseuse: Play for Pay.” Urban Life
5(3):271-292.

Redmon, David. 2003. “Playful Deviance as an Urban Leisure Activity: Secret Selves, Self-
Validation, and Entertaining Performances.” Deviance Behavior 24:27-51.

Richardson, Laurel. 1988. “Secrecy and Status: The Social Construction of Forbidden
Relationships.” American Sociological Review 53(2):209-219.
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Ronai, Carol Rambo. 1989. “Turn-Ons for Money: Interactional Strategies of the Table Dancer.”
Journal of Contemporary Ethnography 18(3):271-298.

Schneider, Beth E., Peter M. Nardi, John Gagnon, and William Simon. 1999. “John H. Gagnon and
William Simon’s Sexual Conduct: The Social Sources of Human Sex. A 25th Anniversary
Retrospective by the Authors.” Sexualities 2(1):113-133.

Sheff, Elisabeth. 2005. “Polyamorous Women, Sexual Subjectivity and Power.” Journal of
Contemporary Ethnography 34(3):251-283.

Simon, William, and John H. Gagnon. 2003. “Sexual Scripts: Origins, Influences and Changes.”
Qualitative Sociology 26(4):491-497.

Waskul, Dennis, Mark Douglas and Charles Edgley. 2000. “Cybersex: Outercourse and the
Enselfment of the Body.” Symbolic Interaction 23(4):375-397.

(14) Wednesday, Nov. 28: Student Presentations

(15) Wednesday, Dec. 5: Student Presentations

Additional articles in the course pack

Symbolic Interactionists on the Discipline of Sociology

Adler, Patricia A., and Peter Adler. 2005. “The Identity Career of the Graduate Student: Professional
Socialization to Academic Sociology.” The American Sociologist 36(2):11-27.

Becker, Howard S. 1967. “Whose Side Are We On?” Social Problems 14(3):239-247.

Becker Howard S. 1979. “What’s Happening to Sociology?” Society (July-August) 16:19-24.
Reprinted as chapter 12 in Doing Things Together. 1986. Northwestern University Press.

Becker, Howard S. 1983. “Freshman English for Graduate Students: A Memoir and Two Theories.”
The Sociological Quarterly 24:575-588.

Becker, Howard S. 2000. “What Should Sociology Look Like in the (Near) Future?” Contemporary
Sociology 29(2):333-336.

Becker, Howard S., and Bernard Beck. 1969. “Modest Proposals for Graduate Programs in
Sociology.” American Sociologist 4:227-234. Reprinted as chapter 11 in Doing Things Together.
1986. Northwestern University Press.

Best, Joel. 2001a. “Giving It Away: The Ironies of Sociology’s Place in Academia.” The American
Sociologist 32(1):107-113.

Best, Joel. 2001b. “Social Progress and Social Problems: Toward a Sociology of Gloom.” The
Sociological Quarterly 41(1):1-12.

Best, Joel. 2003. “Killing the Messenger: The Social Problems of Sociology.” Social Problems
50(1):1-13.

Best, Joel. 2004. “Why Don’t They Listen to Us? Fashion Notes on the Imperial Wardrobe.” Social
Problems 51(1):154-160.

Best, Joel, and David Schweingruber. 2003. “First Words: Do Sociologists Actually Use the Terms in
Introductory Textbooks’ Glossaries?” The American Sociologist 34(3):97-106.

Denzin, Norman K. 1990. “The Sociological Imagination Revisited.” The Sociological Quarterly
31(1):1-22.

Ferrales, Gabrielle, and Gary Alan Fine. 2005. “Sociology as a Vocation: Reputations and Group
Cultures in Graduate School.” The American Sociologist 36(2):57-75.
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Lofland, Lyn H. 1990. “Is Peace Possible?: An Analysis of Sociology.” Sociological Perspectives
33(3):313-325.

Scheff, Thomas J. 1997. “A Vision of Sociology: 1996 Presidential Address.” Sociological
Perspectives 40(4):529-536.

Smith-Lovin, Lynn. 1999. “Core Concepts and Common Ground: The Relational Basis of Our
Discipline.” Social Forces 78(1):1-23.

Snow, David A. 1999. “The Value of Sociology: 1998 PSA Presidential Address.” Sociological
Perspectives 42(1):1-22.

Mead Award Winner Essays (SI Special Issue)

Charmaz, Kathy, and Lyn H. Lofland. 2003.  “Introduction to the Special Issue.” Symbolic Interaction
26(1): 1-4.

Maines, David R. 2003. “Interactionism's Place.” Symbolic Interaction 26(1): 5-18.

Ulmer, Jeffery T. 2003. “Demarginalizing Symbolic Interactionism: A Comment on ‘Interactionism's
Place.’” Symbolic Interaction 26(1): 19-31.

Hall, Peter M. 2003. “Interactionism, Social Organization, and Social Processes: Looking Back and
Moving Ahead.” Symbolic Interaction 26(1): 33-55.

Katovich, Michael A. 2003. “Hall's Hope and the Focus Next Time: Let Us Now Study Social
Structure.” Symbolic Interaction 26(1): 57-66.

Perinbanayagam, R. S. 2003. “Telic Reflections: Interactional Processes, as Such.” Symbolic
Interaction 26(1):67-83.

McCarthy, E. Doyle. 2003. “Language and Life: A Commentary on the Work of R. S.
Perinbanayagam.” Symbolic Interaction26(1): 85-93.

Stryker, Sheldon. 2003. “Whither Symbolic Interaction? Reflections on a Personal Odyssey.”
Symbolic Interaction 26(1):95-109.

Burke, Peter J. 2003. “Commentary on ‘Whither Symbolic Interaction?’” Symbolic Interaction
26(1):111-118.

Gusfield, Joseph R. 2003. “A Journey with Symbolic Interaction.” Symbolic Interaction 26(1):119-
139.

Snow, David A. 2003. “Observations and Comments on Gusfield’s Journey.” Symbolic Interaction
26(1): 141-149.

Lopata, Helena Znaniecka. 2003. “Symbolic Interactionism and I.” Symbolic Interaction 26(1):151-
172.

Wittner, Judith. 2003. “Occupation Sociologist: Theory, Research, and Life Experience in the Work
of Helena Lopata.” Symbolic Interaction 26(1):173-185.

Denzin, Norman K. 2003. “The Call to Performance.” Symbolic Interaction 26(1):187-207.

Fontana, Andrea. 2003. “Norm Denzin and the Windmills of Morality.” Symbolic Interaction 26(1):209-
216.

The Iowa School of Symbolic Interactionism

Katovich, Michael A., Dan E. Miller, and Robert L. Stewart. 2003. “The Iowa School.” Chapter 5 in
Larry T. Reynolds and Nancy J. Herman-Kinney (eds.) Handbook of Symbolic Interactionism.
Altamira Press.

Kuhn, Manford. 1964. “Major Trends in Symbolic Interaction Theory in the Past Twenty-Five Years.”
The Sociological Quarterly 5(1):61-84.
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Kuhn, Manford, and Thomas S. McPartland. 1954. "An Empirical Investigation of Self-Attitudes."
American Sociological Review 19(1):68-76.

McPhail, Clark, and Charles W. Tucker. 1972. “The Classification and Ordering of Responses to the
Question ‘Who am I?’“ 1972. The Sociological Quarterly 13:329-347.

Miller, Dan E., Robert A. Hintz, and Carl J. Couch. 1975. “The Elements and Structures of Openings.”
The Sociological Quarterly 16(4):479-499.

The Great Debates

Blumer vs. Bales (AJS)

Blumer, Herbert. 1966. “Sociological Implications of the Thought of George Herbert Mead.” American
Journal of Sociology 71(5):535-544.

Bales, Robert F. 1966. “Comment on Herbert Blumer’s Paper.” American Journal of Sociology
71(5):545-547.

Blumer, Herbert. 1966. “Reply.” American Journal of Sociology 71(5):547-548.

Woelfel, Joseph. 1967. “Comment on the Blumer-Bales Dialogue Concerning the Interpretation of
Mead’s Thought.” American Journal of Sociology 72(4):409.

Stone, Gregory P., and Harvey A. Farberman. 1967. “Further Comment on the Blumer-Bales
Dialogue Concerning the Implications of the Thought of George Herbert Mead.” American Journal of
Sociology 72(4):409-410.

Blumer, Herbert. 1967. “Reply to Woelfel, Stone, and Farberman.” American Journal of Sociology
72(4):411-412.

Huber vs. Symbolic Interactionism (ASR)

Huber, Joan. 1973. "Symbolic Interaction as a Pragmatic Perspective: The Bias of Emergent Theory."
American Sociological Review 38(2):274-284.

Blumer, Herbert. 1973. "A Note on Symbolic Interactionism." American Sociological Review
38(6):797-798.

Huber, Joan. 1973. "Reply to Blumer: But Who Will Scrutinize the Scrutinizers?" American
Sociological Review 38(6):798-800.

Schmitt, Raymond L. 1974. "SI and Emergent Theory: A Reexamination." American Sociological
Review 39(3):453-456.

Stone, Gregory P., David R. Maines, Harvey A. Farberman, Gladys I. Stone, and Norman K. Denzin.
1974. "On Methodology and Craftsmanship in the Criticism of Sociological Perspectives." American
Sociological Review 39(3):456-463.

Huber, Joan. 1974. "The Emergency of Emergent Theory." American Sociological Review 39(3):463-
467.

McPhail & Rexroat vs. Blumer (ASR)

McPhail, Clark, and Cynthia Rexroat. 1979. "Mead vs. Blumer: The Divergent Methodological
Perspectives of Social Behaviorism and Symbolic Interactionism." American Sociological Review
44(3):449-467.

Blumer, Herbert. 1980. "Mead and Blumer: The Convergent Methodological Perspectives of Social
Behaviorism and Symbolic Interactionism." American Sociological Review 45(3):409-419.

McPhail, Clark, and Cynthia Rexroat. 1980. "Ex Cathedra Blumer or Ex Libris Mead?" American
Sociological Review 45(3):420-430.


