2007 Basic Course Division Business Meeting Minutes

National Communication Association

Chicago, Illinois, Chicago Hilton, Williford A
Friday, November 16, 2007
I.  Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 3:30 p.m. A total of 45 people were present during the meeting. Amy 
Slagell circulated a legal pad so that attendees could volunteer to review, respond, or chair. Scott Titsworth passed out agendas for the business meeting. Scott thanked Sam Wallace for keeping the unofficial website for the basic course (http://quickplace.udayton.edu/wallace), Beth Waggenspack for planning the conference, Amy Slagell for planning the conference next year, and Kevin Meyer for taking the minutes.
II.  Executive Board Members (the present members of the BCD’s executive board were noted on the agenda)

A.  Chair:  Scott Titsworth, Ohio University 
B.  Vice-Chair:  Beth Waggenspack, Virginia Tech University
C.  Vice-Chair-Elect:  Amy Slagell, Iowa State University
D.  Secretary:  Kevin Meyer, Ohio University
E.  Immediate Past Chair Ex Officio:  Steve Hunt, Illinois State University
F.  Nominating Committee Representative:  Jonny Gray, Southern Illinois University
III.  Approval of 2006 Minutes
Copies of the 2006 minutes were circulated prior to the call to order by Kevin Meyer. Jonny Gray pointed out that the minutes incorrectly identified his absence from the NCA Executive Meeting, when the minutes should have read Legislative Assembly. Amy Slagell noted that she would not have used the term “deadbeats”. A motion to approve the amended minutes from the 2006 business meeting was made and seconded. The minutes as amended were approved unanimously by a voice vote.

IV.  Announcements

Barb Hugenberg made an announcement about the upcoming Basic Course Director’s Conference in Cleveland, Ohio. The BCDC will be held January 24-26, 2008, and will be hosted by Kent State University. Full page advertisement space in the program will be sold to publishers. Barb, the Conference Director, also passed out a flyer about the BCDC. Further information and registration forms are available at http://quickplace.udayton.edu/wallace . Barb also passed out a call for the upcoming issue of Teaching Ideas for the Basic Course and made an announcement about the Best Practices publication.

V.  Elect New Members to Executive Committees


Vice-Chair Elect (Planner for 2009)
A question from the floor was asked about what the VCE does and what the Legislative Assembly does. Scott Titsworth explained that the VCE is responsible for learning how to plan the conference and interacting with the NCA National Office. He further explained that the VCE then becomes the Vice-Chair the year after that, which involves actually planning the conference. The following year, the VC becomes the Chair and runs the business meeting. Nominations were taken from the floor for VCE. Steve Hunt nominated Adam Jones. Barb Hugenberg nominated Matthew Petrunia. Sam Wallace nominated Jennifer Cochrane, but she declined the nomination. David Worley moved to close nominations. There was a request from the floor to have the candidates make impromptu biography speeches. Adam Jones spoke first. Adam indicated that he is at Missouri Western State University and had just finished planning for a Central States Communication Association division. Matthew Petrunia explained that he is a new Ph.D. from New Mexico and is currently at the Fashion Institute of Technology at SUNY. Members of the division voted by paper ballot for the VCE. Barb Hugenberg, Sam Wallace, and Jonny Gray then retired to count the ballots. Barb Hugenberg reported back later that Adam Jones had won the election for Vice-Chair Elect.

Nominating Committee

Nominations for the Nominating Committee were taken from the floor. Kristine Bruss, University of Kansas; Caroline Parsons, Clemson University; and Nadene Vevea, North Dakota State University, each expressed interest in the position. By default, each of these individuals won seats on the nominating committee. Beth Waggenspack suggested using the basic course list-serv to seek nominees for positions in the future. 
BCCA Editor

Paul Turman gave a brief report on the status of the BCCA. For the last volume, 19 manuscripts were submitted. Volume 20 should be out after Christmas. American Press has timelines that affect the release of the BCCA. Paul noted that he would accept manuscripts at any time. It takes 45 days for the R&R process. Paul Turman made an announcement that we would need to elect a new editor for the Basic Communication Course Annual, as he has only one more edition remaining. Paul asked two people to run for the position of editor: Steve Hunt, Illinois State University, and David Worley, Indiana State University. Paul then passed out pre-printed paper ballots. A motion was made and seconded to close nominations. Steve spoke first and then David about their editorial qualifications. Each candidate primarily praised the other candidate’s qualifications. Paul then collected and counted the ballots. Paul later announced that David Worley had won the election to be the next BCCA editor.
Miscellaneous discussion
Sam Wallace made an announcement about the basic course list-serv. He explained that the reply function has been fixed so as to avoid “oops” messages. There are approximately 160 members on the list-serv. Members were instructed to give Sam their e-mail address to sign-up for or be taken-off the list-serv.

An announcement by Mary was made on behalf of Deanna Sellnow to send assessment manuscripts to Communication Teacher. 
VI.  Official Reports


A.  Vice-Chair’s Report


1. Report on submissions for 2007 conference

Beth Waggenspack reported that the BCD was allotted 17 slots in the NCA conference program, which was the same number as in the previous year. This figure is based on attendance numbers as well as BCD membership. Of the 28 papers that were submitted, Beth reported that 21 were accepted (75%) and placed into four panels. Of the 26 panels that were submitted, 13 were accepted (50%). She explained that the most common reasons for a proposal being rejected were: questionable relevance to the basic course, panel abstracts were unclear, old school grouping, or the panel idea had already been done. She advised that submitters be specific.
Beth indicated that she used 27 reviewers. She said it was nice to have that many reviewers so as to spread-out the reviews. Each reviewer ended up with between four to seven submissions to review. She noted that nine individuals failed to complete their reviews. She further observed that the NCA bulk e-mail program did not work well, so she used the basic course list-serv.


2. Report on Top Paper, Top Student Paper, and Top Panel
Beth said that the quality of submissions was good. She noted that 75 people attended the Top Paper Panel, entitled “Philosophical Approaches to the Basic Course”, to which Paul Turman responded. She gave framed certificates for the Top Paper and Top Student Paper.
The Top Paper was awarded to a paper entitled “Pedagogy of Relevance: A Critical Communication Pedagogy Agenda for the ‘Basic’ Course” by Deanna L Fassett (San Jose State University) and John T. Warren (Southern Illinois Univ, Carbondale). Other papers on the panel included: “Uniquely Qualified, Distinctively Competent: Delivering 21st Century Skills in the Basic Course” by Stephen K. Hunt (Illinois State University), Cheri J. Simonds (Illinois State University), and Brent Simonds (Illinois State University); “Speaking in the Present Moment: Mindfulness, Communication and Education” by Inci Ozum Ucok (Hofstra University); “REAL Public Speaking Interchange -- Research, Ethics, Analysis, Language/Listening” by Marlene Preston (Virginia Tech), Matt Giglio (Virginia Tech), and Kristin N English (Virginia Tech); and “Engaging Intellect: Problem Based Learning and Student Engagement in the Public Speaking Classroom” by Stephanie Ahlfeldt (Concordia College) and Deanna Sellnow (University of Kentucky).
Twelve student papers were submitted. The Top Student Paper was awarded to a paper entitled “To Lecture or Let Go: A Comparative Analysis of Student Speech Outlines from Teacher-Centered and Learner-Centered Classrooms” by David Harlen Kahl, Jr., Deanna Sellnow (University of Kentucky), Steven J. Venette (Univ of Southern Mississippi), and Lisa Houle. Other papers on the panel included: “The Basics of the ‘New’ Basic Course” by Ricardo Antonio Perez (Wayne State University); “Is Eliminating Speech Topics an Ethical Choice?: Students' Perspectives on What Topics to Eliminate and Why Teachers Eliminate Them” by Brandy Lee Fair (Grayson County College) and Heath Dean (Grayson County College); “Syndication: A Vision for the Basic Course” by Jonathan Kent Osborne (University of Nevada-Las Vegas); “Assessing Students’ Information Literacy Skills and Behavioral Intentions in the Basic Communication Course” by Kevin R. Meyer.

B.  Basic Course Director’s Conference (Barb Hugenberg reported on this previously in the meeting)

C.  Vice-Chair Elect Report
Amy Slagell reported from the Legislative Assembly. First, she noted that fees were being restructured. Student fees would be frozen, but other fees would be restructured for fairness reasons. Second, a pre-registration issue was discussed. There will now be an ethics of paper submissions window that appears as a reminder (i.e., cannot submit same paper to 10 divisions) prior to entering the submission menu. There is concern that authors should register if their paper appears in the program. Some 400 people appeared in the program, but did not register for the conference. The Executive Committee meeting held after the Legislative Assembly made a decision to respond to the issue. If one does not pre-register by August 6th, they will be dropped from the program. The first author must register. Amy expressed concern about the deadline. Scott Titsworth shared what Richard West had reported to the Instructional Development Division about the same issue. Scott urged e-mails and for BCD to send a group message about our concerns. A question was posed about an inter-division meeting. Amy responded to a question from Steve Hunt that approval of submissions would be released in June. B.J. Lawrence expressed concern about the August date. Amy then clarified that May 7th was the date for public posting of program acceptance. Matthew Petrunia asked questions about a nominal fee. Jonny Gray said this would punish the entire membership. Paul Turman supported the idea that submission implies commitment. Scott responded that the date is the problem. Steve Hunt suggested that alternatives or contingency plans are built in. Jonny argued that this would create more financial problems. Scott recommended that Amy and Steve express BCD views to the Legislative Assembly. Amy ended this discussion by reminding us that it referred to first authors.
Amy noted that the theme for next year’s 2008 conference in San Diego is “unCONVENTIONAL”. She reported that the BCD would have 17 slots available for next year, plus two for Scholar-to-Scholar. She also noted that the Top Papers would present in the S2S format (as well as in the panel format if the division has the space; so, Top Papers would be presented twice). The deadline for submissions is February 13, 2008, but Amy urged members to submit earlier- by the 7th or so. She explained that the “one submission per division” rule from the previous year would no longer be in effect. We are encouraged to submit unconventional ideas, such as town halls or collaborations. Beth Waggenspack inserted that she had requested and was denied all three extra slots. There was a recommendation made to not have program books. 

D.  Report on Program of Excellence

Scott Titsworth and Steve Hunt placed a motion in the agenda, reading: “The Basic Course Division supports the idea of developing a Program of Excellence Award, to be awarded annually or as demand dictates. One program will be awarded the ‘Program of Excellence Award’ and other programs can receive ‘Program of Distinction’ honors each year. The award review committee will be chaired by the immediate past chair and other members will be added on a volunteer basis. Descriptions of Excellent and Distinguished programs will be archived in a suitable web location.” The motion was seconded and passed by a voice vote. A two-sided criteria sheet for the award was passed out. The sheet contained a description of the award, submission information, and an application for the award. Electronic portfolios are due to Scott by June 1, 2008. Steve reminded members that the winning program would publish their basic course philosophy in the BCCA.

E.  Other reports (none were made)
VII.  Old Business (none was discussed)
VIII.  Pass Gavel to Vice-Chair
Scott Titsworth passed the figurative gavel to Beth Waggenspack. Beth said she would work on a BCD description to place on the NCA website. She reminded the members that the BCD needs more paper submissions. She also encouraged more students to participate in the submission process, and suggested that one way to accomplish this is by bringing students aboard as co-authors.


1.  Discussion of topics for 2008 conference (none were discussed due to a shortage of time)

2.  Election results from Nominating Committee (all results were announced earlier in the meeting)

3.  Other new business (none was raised)
IX.  Adjourn (Beth Waggenspack adjourned the BCD business meeting orally at 4:45 p.m.)
Minutes submitted by Kevin Meyer.

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Appendix - 2008 Unit/Affiliate Officers

Chair:  Beth Waggenspack, Virginia Tech University (bwaggens@yahoo.com or bwaggens@vt.edu)
Vice-Chair (and Program Planner):  Amy Slagell, Iowa State University (aslagell@iastate.edu)
Vice-Chair-Elect:  Adam Jones, Illinois College (acjones99@hotmail.com)
Secretary:  Kevin Meyer, Ohio University (griffeyisastar@hotmail.com or km327705@ohio.edu)
Immediate Past Chair Ex Officio:  Scott Titsworth, Ohio University (titswort@ohio.edu)
Legislative Assembly Representatives:  Beth Waggenspack (chair) and Scott Titsworth (past chair)

Nominating Committee Representative:  Steve Hunt, Illinois State University (skhunt2@ilstu.edu)
Nominating Committee:  Kristine Bruss, University of Kansas (kbruss@ku.edu); Caroline Parsons, 
Clemson University (cparson@clemson.edu); and Nadene Vevea, chair, North Dakota State University (nadene.vevea@ndsu.edu).
Incoming BCCA editor: David Worley, Indiana State University (cmworley@isugw.indstate.edu)
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