2006 Basic Course Division Business Meeting Minutes

National Communication Association

San Antonio, Texas

Convention Center, Room 214D

Saturday, November 18, 2006

I.  Call to Order

The meeting was called to order at 9:37 a.m. A total of 32 people were present at the 
meeting.
II.  Approval of Minutes of 2005 Meeting


A motion to approve the minutes from the 2005 business meeting was made and 
seconded. The minutes were approved unanimously by a voice vote.

III.  Officer Reports


A.  Past Chair: Jonny Gray, Southern Illinois University


Jonny Gray apologized for his absence from the NCA Executive Meeting, due to 
another panel obligation that coincided with the meeting.


B.  Vice-Chair-Elect: Beth Waggenspack, Virginia Tech University



-Report on 2007 Convention: Chicago
The theme for next year’s conference in Chicago is “Communicating 
Worldviews: Faith—Intellect—Ethics.” The conference dates are November 15-18, 2007. The convention hotel is the Chicago Hilton & Towers.
Three notes of import emerged from the meeting: 1) Regular panels or 
individual papers are the two types of submissions that can still be made for next year’s conference. The new type of panel submissions are roundtables, which will consist of a room arranged with a circle of chairs within larger circles of chairs. The new roundtable panels will not involve the presentation of papers. During these roundtable panels, we cannot move chairs or the division must pay a fee. 2) The current shift from poster sessions to the scholar-to-scholar format will continue. The scholar-to-scholar format is meant for important papers, not dregs. The papers must be interactive or visual in the nature of the presentation. NCA is really pushing the scholar-to-scholar sessions. The Top Paper from the division will also be assigned to the scholar-to-scholar session. Beth Waggenspack will be the “wandering scholar” from our division; she will vote on it. 3) New for next year’s convention, strict limits on the number of papers will be in place. Only one paper per person per unit can be submitted. This policy applies to solo or lead authored pieces; chair or respondent duties do not count toward this submission restriction. However, any single individual may not be scheduled for more than three sessions at the 2007 conference.



A general discussion followed this report. During the discussion, it was 
mentioned that Jason Watkins at the NCA headquarters will be in charge of sorting out all the submissions. Further, the goal of the submission limits was explained as a way to maximize the number of convention participants. In other words, the goal is to have as many participants as possible.



The division had 17 allocations this year and is scheduled for the same 

number next year. This number is down from the 24 allocations that the division had a couple of years ago. The number of allocations is based on a body count of the division members.

C.  Vice-Chair: Scott Titsworth, Ohio University



-Report on 2006 Convention: San Antonio




There were 23 papers and 18 panels submitted to the division. In sum, 
82% of the papers and 52% of the panels that were submitted to the division were ultimately accepted. The division received five additional slots by arguing for panels that present and disseminate new information. A total of 13 panels were slated; five of these were competitive paper panels. The use of numerous reviewers helped to decrease the number of papers and/or panels reviewed by any single reviewer.


-Top Competitive Paper Award




The Top Paper was from a team of researchers from Illinois State 
University, entitled “Communication and Information Literacy: Assessing Information Literacy Instruction in the Basic Communication Course” by Stephen Hunt, Sara Therese Poggi, Scott Walus, Christine Strong, Martha L. Wilkinson, Teresa Smith.
The Top Student Paper was awarded to a paper entitled “Creating Sites for 
Classroom Management Training: Connection and Action within Basic Course Training Programs” by Kevin R. Meyer, Ohio University.



Also on the Top Papers Panel was a paper entitled “Communication 
Apprehension Research and Public Speaking Lore” by Matt McGarrity, University of Washington.



The authors of all three papers on the Top Papers Panel received 
certificates.



-Top Panel Award




The Top Panel Award went to a panel entitled “What do We do?: Creating 
a Site for Dialogue and Connections about the Role of the Assistant Basic Course Director.” The panelists were: Nicole Schultz, Bowling Green State University, Kristen Gullicks, North Dakota State University, Amy Housley Gaffney, Kent State University, Barbara Hugenberg, Kent State University, Mark Leeman, Ohio University, Joseph Mazer, Ohio University, Kevin R. Meyer, Ohio University, Jennifer Lee Walton, Ohio Northern University, Aaron V. Burton, Bowling Green State University. The panel was submitted by Nicole Schultz. Each of the panelists received a certificate.

D.  Chair: Steve Hunt, Illinois State University



-Report from Legislative Assembly




Steve Hunt explained that, due to flight delays beyond his control, he 

missed the Legislative Assembly. However, Amy Slagell went to Legislative Assembly; she reported to the division.




It has been three years since the last fee increase, but the 

Legislative Assembly did increase fees by $10.00 for non-student members. 





Undergraduate certification standards and suggested guidelines 
were approved.





A labor dispute policy approved. In the event of a labor dispute in 
host city, the policy would make provisions for how NCA would handle the situation.




The election calendar will change next year. May 1st will be the 

new date, which is earlier than in previous years. The two candidates for NCA Second Vice-President are Diana Carlin and Dawn Braithwaite.




NCA’s 100th anniversary is being planned.




A new online magazine is now available at 
www.communicationcurrents.com. Joann Keyton is the first editor of Communication Currents. She wants monthly or even weekly publications for the magazine, and invites submissions.


Steve Hunt thanked Jonny Gray for his service to the division.


A reminder was made that Tom Burkholder is hosting the Basic Course Director’s 
Conference in January 2007. Sam Wallace passed around registration handouts for the conference, which will be held in Las Vegas, Nevada. He noted that the traditional dates for the conference had to be switched. The conference will take place all of Saturday and half of Sunday. He also noted that those interested in subscribing to the basic course listserv should send their e-mail address to wallace@udayton.edu. Bill Seiler noted that there is a decrease in fees for the upcoming conference and good flight rates with Allegiant.


Sam Wallace announced that the University of Dayton is searching for a 
Department Chair. Barb Hugenberg announced that Teaching Ideas for the Basic Course, Volume 10, is available; the Volume 11 submission call is out. She also announced that Kent State University is conducting two searches for tenure track positions.

E.  Secretary: Roy Schwartzman, University of North Carolina at Greensboro



No report. Steve Hunt noted that Roy Schwartzman was not able to attend the conference this year 

and that he had asked Kevin Meyer to take the minutes for the meeting.

F.  Nominating Committee: Stephanie Ahlfedt, Concordia College; Rick Armstrong, 
Wichita State University; Barb Hugenberg, Kent State University



Barb Hugenberg said that Steve Hunt had asked what could be done to make life 
easier for the nominating committee. Barb Hugenberg said that being provided a copy of the by-laws for the division would help to more clearly outline the duties of the committee. Paul Turman said he would distribute a copy of the by-laws via the basic course listserv. Steve Hunt explained that the description of the nominating committee’s duties in by-laws is to find list of candidates for the various open offices prior to the upcoming business meeting.
IV.  Elections


Steve Hunt distributed pre-printed ballots for the election.

Vice-Chair-Elect candidates were Amy Slagell and Lisa Goodnight. The Vice-Chair-

Elect is in charge of programming the 2008 convention for the division. Scott Titsworth says the programming is all done through All-Academic. Then, the elected candidate becomes the Vice-Chair and has a continuing series of commitments to the division, including going to various meetings.

The office of is a two-year term. Secretary candidates were Lisa Goodnight and Kevin 
Meyer. The office of is a two-year term. Barb Hugenberg commented that it was nice to get the previous year’s minutes before the current business meeting. It was suggested that this practice continue.
V.  Old Business


Bill Seiler urged division members to vote in next year’s NCA election. He reminded 

members that the ballots can be cast online. He also reminded the division how close the voting was for the candidates last year. Finally, he suggested that we have two good candidates running for NCA Second Vice-President next year.

At the Instructional Development Division business meeting, a resolution was passed to 
reconsider the limit of three sessions in which an individual can participate at next year’s NCA conference. Scott Titsworth suggested that now is the time for us to voice our opinion, as waiting will be too late. Isa Engleberg posited that the limit of three sessions cannot work 100%, as it will be difficult to enforce during the scheduling process. She also observed that the NCA Vice President has a huge latitude in setting such policies. Jonny Gray noted that the new limit is reactive. He also encouraged more Basic Course Division membership to guard against the division losing slots. Scott Titsworth remarked that the division’s numbers are in the middle of the pack, as compared to other NCA divisions. Amy Slagell reported that the final deadline for registration is aimed at stopping deadbeats.

VI.  New Business


Steve Hunt and Scott Titsworth proposed creating an award by the division for a Program 
of Excellence. The award would recognize schools that are nominated and approved as exemplary. Several ideas concerning the criteria and details of the award were suggested and discussed. Paul Turman suggested that the schools selected for the award write a spotlight piece for the Basic Communication Course Annual. The award would begin next year. A motion was made and seconded to create the award. The motion passed by a voice vote.

VII.  Convention Planning for 2007


Suggested Possible Topics for Panels:



The politics of writing for the basic course.


Differences between religious versus non-religious policies; including class credit 
transfer.


Online classes. Increasing plagiarism and tips on catching plagiarism. Ethics of 
plagiarism detection software.


Ethics beyond plagiarism. How we teach ethics.


Forms of evidence. Use of Bible as a source. What counts as evidence. Privileging 
scientific evidence versus a good story.



Freedom of Speech and instructor’s limiting/restriction of speech topics (would 
make a good roundtable panel).


Research agenda for the basic course.


Nature of our students has changed; not reading, working jobs. Characteristics of 
this generation.
English as a Second Language (ESL).


Accommodations for students with Learning Disabilities (LD). How the basic 
course addresses at-risk populations.

Other possible topics are encouraged. Suggestions can be communicated through Kevin 
Meyer or the basic course listserv.


Suggested Topics added in the time since the business meeting in San Antonio:



Using invitational speaking to meet hybrid course requirements in public speaking 

and interpersonal communication.

VIII.  Announce Election Results; Elect Nominating Committee


Vice-Chair-Elect is Amy Slagell (Iowa State University). 
Secretary is Kevin Meyer (Ohio University).

The same nominating committee expressed interest in serving again. A motion 

was made and seconded to elect the same nominating committee as the previous year. The motion passed by a voice vote. Thus, the Nominating Committee is: Stephanie Ahlfeldt (Concordia College), Rick Armstrong (Wichita State University), and Barb Hugenberg (Kent State University).
IX.  Adjourn


The meeting was adjourned at 10:43 a.m.

Appendix - 2007 Unit/Affiliate Officers

Chair: Scott Titsworth Ohio University (titswort@ohio.edu)
Vice-Chair: Beth Waggenspack, Virginia Tech University (bwaggens@vt.edu)
Vice-Chair-Elect: Amy Slagell, Iowa State University (aslagell@iastate.edu)
Secretary: Kevin Meyer, Ohio University (km327705@ohio.edu)
Past Chair: Steve Hunt, Illinois State University (skhunt2@ilstu.edu)
Legislative Assembly Representatives: Steve Hunt (past chair) and Scott Titsworth (2007 
chair)

Nominating Committee Representative: Jonny Gray, Southern Illinois University 
(jmgray@siu.edu)

Nominating Committee: Stephanie Ahlfeldt (Concordia College), Rick Armstrong 
(Wichita State University), and Barb Hugenberg (Kent State University).
Minutes submitted by Kevin Meyer.
