
 

     Plants that are Fragrant

Plants whose blossoms produce pleasant fragrances
deserve special attention in the landscape. They are
planted near patios, decks or walkways where their smells
can be appreciated. Plant night-bloomers like gardenia,
night-blooming cereus and night-blooming jessamine
where their sweet perfumes can waft through bedroom
windows.

Type Scientific Name Common Name(s)

Trees 
 

Albizia julibrissin silk tree, mimosa

Bauhinia variegata orchid tree, purple orchid tree, mountain
ebony

Carissa macrocarpa Natal plum

Chionanthus virginicus fringetree, Grancy Gray Beard

Citrus reticulata mandarin, satsuma, tangerine

Citrus sinensis sweet orange, navel orange

Eriobotrya japonica Japanese plum, loquat

Fortunella margarita and
crassifolia

kumquat, nagami kumquat, meiwa kumquat

Gordonia lasianthus loblolly bay, bay

Juniperus virginiana eastern redcedar, redcedar, southern
redcedar

Magnolia grandiflora southern magnolia, bull bay

Magnolia heptapeta Yulan magnolia

Magnolia stellata star magnolia

Magnolia virginiana sweet bay, silver bay, swamp bay

Magnolia x soulangeana saucer magnolia, tulip tree, Japanese
magnolia

Osmanthus americanus devilwood, American olive, wild olive

Pachira aquatica water chestnut, Guiana chestnut, Malabar
chestnut

Peltophorum pterocarpum yellow poinciana, yellow flame tree, copper-
pod

Persea borbonia red bay

Pimenta dioica allspice, pimento, Jamaica pepper

Plumeria spp. frangipani, temple tree

Prunus caroliniana Carolina cherry laurel, cherry laurel
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Robinia pseudoacacia black locust, false acacia, yellow locust

Sassafras albidum sassafras

Tilia americana American basswood, American linden,
whitewood

Vitex agnus-castus hemp tree, chaste tree, monk's pepper

Shrubs 
 

Buddleja davidii butterfly bush, buddleia, summer lilac

Buxus microphylla littleleaf boxwood, small-leaved boxwood,
boxwood

Calycanthus floridus sweetshrub, Carolina allspice, strawberry
shrub

Camellia sasanqua sasanqua camellia

Cestrum nocturnum night blooming jessamine, night jessamine,
night-blooming cestrum

Choisya ternata Mexican orange, mock orange, Mexican
orange blossom

Clethra alnifolia sweet pepperbush, summersweet

Elaeagnus multiflora gumi, cherry elaeagnus

Elaeagnus pungens thorny elaeagnus, spotted elaeagnus,
silverthorn

Fothergilla major witch-alder, large fothergilla,  large witch-
alder

Gardenia augusta gardenia, cape jasmine

Hamamelis virginiana witchhazel

Heliotropium arborsecens common heliotrope, cherry pie, turnsole

Illicium floridanum Florida anise,  purple anise,  stink-bush

Illicium parviflorum yellow anise,  yellow anisetree, star anise

Jasminum mesnyi primrose jasmine, Chinese jasmine

Ligustrum japonicum Japanese privet

Loropetalum chinense loropetalum

Mahonia bealei leatherleaf mahonia

Michelia figo banana shrub

Nerium oleander oleander

Osmanthus fragrans tea olive, fragrant olive, sweet olive

Osmanthus heterophyllus false holly, holly tea olive

Pieris japonica lily-of-the-valley bush, Japanese
andromeda, Japanese pieris

Pittosporum tobira Japanese mockorange, Japanese
pittosporum, tobira

Prunus laurocerasus English laurel, cherry laurel

Raphiolepis umbellata yeddo hawthorne, yedda hawthorne, Indian
hawthorne

Rhododendron canescens pinxter azalea, Piedmont azalea, wild
azalea

Rosa laevigata Cherokee rose

Rosemarinus officinalis rosemary

Salvia elegans pineapple sage, pineapple scented sage

Salvia officinalis garden sage, common sage

Tabernaemontana divaricata crepe jasmine
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Tagetes lucida Mexican tarragon, Texas tarragon, pericon

Tecoma stans yellow elder, trumpetbush,  yellowbells

Thymus vulgaris thyme, common thyme, garden thyme

Viburnum odoratissimum sweet viburnum

Viburnum x burkwoodii Burkwood viburnum, snowball viburnum

Viburnum x pragense Prague viburnum, Pragense viburnum

Palms 
 

Arenga engleri Formosa palm, Taiwan sugar palm, dwarf
sugar palm

Grasses 
 

Cymbopogon citratus lemongrass, oil grass

Cymbopogon nardus citronella grass, nardus, nard grass, mana
grass

Perennials 
 

Artemisia absinthium absinthe, absinth, common wormwood

Aster x frikartii Frikart's aster, aster

Crinum americanum southern swamp lily,  swamp lily

Crinum asiaticum grand crinum lily,  poison bulb

Datura inoxia var.
quinquecuspida

angel's trumpet, downy thornapple, toloache

Hedychium coronarium ginger lily,  white butterfly ginger lily,
garland flower

Hyacinthus orientalis hyacinth, Dutch hyacinth, Roman hyacinth

Lycoris squamigera surprise lily,  magic lily,  resurrection lily

Mirabilis jalapa four o' clock, marvel-of-Peru, beauty-of-
the-night

Muscari spp. grape hyacinth, blue bottles,  feather
hyacinth

Narcissus spp. daffodil, narcissus, jonquil

Oenothera speciosa pink evening primrose, showy evening
primrose, white evening primrose

Origanum majorana sweet marjoram, knotted marjoram,
wurstkraut

Origanum vulgare oregano, wild marjoram, Greek oregano

Pycnanthemum floridanum Florida mountainmint, Florida horsemint

Scabiosa columbaria butterfly blue, small scabious

Annuals 
 

Cleome hassleriana spider flower

Lobularia maritima sweet alyssum

Ocimum basilicum basil, common basil, sweet basil

Petroselinum crispum parsley, Italian parsley, Hamburg parsley

Water Plants 
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Nymphaea odorata alligator bonnet,  fragrant water lily

Vines 
 

Clematis armandii Armand's clematis,  evergreen clematis

Clematis terniflora sweet autumn clematis,  autumn clematis,
Japanese clematis

Dolichos lablab hyacinth bean, lablab bean, bonavista bean

Gelsemium sempervirens Carolina yellow jasmine, jessamine

Ipomoea alba moonflower vine, moon vine

Jasminum nitidum star jasmine, angelwing jasmine,
confederate jasmine

Jasminum polyanthum winter jasmine, pink jasmine

Jasminum sambac Arabian jasmine

Lonicera japonica Japanese honeysuckle, Hall's Japanese
honeysuckle, gold-and-silver flower

Pandorea jasminoides pandorea, bower vine

Passiflora caerulea blue passionflower, hardy passionflower,
deciduous passionflower

Pueraria lobata kudzu vine, ge gen (Chinese), ohwi
(Japanese)

Solandra maxima chalice vine, cup of gold, goldcup vine

Trachelospermum asiaticum yellow star jasmine

Trachelospermum
jasminoides

Confederate jasmine, star jasmine

Wisteria sinensis Chinese wisteria
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