Cross-Cultural English 104
Essay 4:  Artifact Analysis (500-600 words)
Date Due:  Friday, March 26
Proposal Due:  Wednesday, March 10
This paper will allow you to use your skills of description and analysis to write about a cultural artifact.  You may choose an artifact from your own culture or an artifact from a different culture.  You will, however, need to compare and contrast your chosen artifact with a similar one from another culture in order to embrace not only its physical appearance and function in the society but also its cultural value and significance.

Audience and Purpose

The cultural artifacts—the objects, pieces of clothes, things people see and use every day—can provide insights into the habits, values and beliefs of society.  The purpose of this assignment is to analyze an artifact, see how any why it differs from an artifact in a different culture, and thus to describe the values and beliefs it might represent.

Planning and Drafting

For the purpose of this assignment, almost anything could be treated as a cultural artifact.  You may write about the artifacts your instructor offers or pick the one you wish.  

Your paper should include elements of description and analysis, as well as a comparison/contrast with another artifact in order to give perspective to the description and depth to the analysis.  The essential parts of this paper would be:  the presentation of an artifact, its form and function; a discussion of insights into the implied purpose and cultural significance of it, which you base on your description; a comparison/contrast section with another artifact not only in terms of how it looks and operates in the community, but mainly of what it tells about societal values.   You will also need to include a paragraph describing what you have learned or understood about identity (perhaps your own?) and culture (perhaps your own?) after having studied this unit and written this paper, or how your views on your culture have changed after you have looked at culture from a different perspective.

Evaluation Criteria
· Description: employs an analytical approach in describing the artifact’s physical appearance, functionality and significance (25 points)
· Compare/Contrast: includes a comparison/contrast paragraph with a similar artifact from another culture (25 points)
· Analysis: includes a paragraph describing personal understanding of the artifact and the message(s) it implies, as well as contains insightful inferences about the artifact (25 points)
· Organization: is well-organized, with an introduction that attracts and orients the reader and a conclusion that brings the essay to a thoughtful close (15 points)
· Expression and Correctness: uses an appropriate level of diction, contains few word choice errors that impede meaning, pays attention to style, and avoids errors that are distracting to the reader (10 points)
